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again, but we should fortify it with such
arguments as may be provided by means of
inquiry by a Select Committee and send on
that information with the Bill.

The Chief Secretary: This is an entirely
different Bill.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It is quite
different, but the principle is the same. It
is desirable that we have evidence to satisfy
ourselves that the particular amendment pro-
posed in the Bill is the one best calculated
to enable the authorities to enforce the law.
I do not think that even Mr. Williams can
dispute me when I say it is the duty of Par-
liament to make it possible for the authori-
ties to ensure that the law is carried out and
that offenders against the law arc punished.
There might evenl be argument in favour of
amending the law in order to make S.P.
bookmaking legal. We have heard no argu-
ment of that kind. However, we have to
face the position that some of the laws on
our statute-book are being flouted. It is all
very well for some people to argue that the
poor man should be allowed facilities to have
his bet, but I venture to say that the poor
man needs protection against those who so
successfully prey upon the simple-minded.

It is all very well to say that men Want
their bets and their drinks and things of
that sort. I would be the last to suggest that
they should be denied such pleasures, but
I feel sure that very often onl Sunday and
Monday they are regretful at the way their
money has gone and their holiday has been
spent. I do not believe that we can en-
tirely suppress gambling. I do not know
that it would be desirable to do so. No vice
can be entirely suppressed, but I think it is
the will of our law to make it as difficult
as possible for individuals to prey on the vices
of the community. Those arguments should
be sufficient to justify investigation of the
matter so that this Bill may be amended, if
amendment is necessary, in order to carry
out its purpose and so that it may go to
another place backed by the evidence re-
ceived and the report made by the Select
Committee.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjournzed at 4.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION-URGENCY.
Grasshopper Menace.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from the member for Avon:-

In view of the parlous condition to which
farmers are being reduced in the eastern wheat-
belt, owing to the ravages of grasshoppers, I
intend, with your permission, to move the ad-
journinent of the House at today 's sitting. The
matter is one of extreme urgency, as hundreds
of farm crops are niow being destroyed and
many hundreds more menaced. Unless reme-
dial measures are undertaken by the Govern-
ment immediately, farmers' crops and sheep
feed will be irretrievably lost. (Signed) I. G.
Boyle.
It will be necessary for seven members to
rise in their places to support the hon. mem-
ber's proposal.

Seven members having risen in their
places,

MR.* BOYLE (Avon) [2.18]: I Move--
That the House do nlow adjourn.

In submitting that motion to the House, I
am concerned with two facts. The first is
the destruction by grasshoppers that is now
going on in defined areas of the eastern
wvheatbelt, and the second is the ever-
increasing western encroachment by the pest,
wvhich will before long reach the central ag-
ricultuiral districts. In view of what is hap-
pening, the rabbits, by comparison with the
grasshoppers, will constitute comparative
nonentities. In the Encyclopaedia Brit-
annica, eleventh edition, Volume 12, page
377, there is information that provides me
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with a text on which to base my references
to the extent of the destructive capacity of
the grasshopper pest. The Encyclopaedia
says-

The grasshoppers are all vegetable feeders.
Their destructive powers axe continuous from
the moment of emergence until death.

To witness what the pest is doing, as somie
of us did within the last week, is the only
way really to appreciate its destructive pro-
pensities. In fact, it is hard to believe wvhat
is being done unless the actual destruction
accomp~lished by the grasshoppers is seen
in the eastern confines of the outer wheat-
belt. On the recent trip members of the
Country Party' made to the affected areas%,
before ally farmer would state his ease or
mention his other worries his first question
was: "What is the good if grasshoppers are
going to get the lot ?" The pest has en-
gendered amongst farmers a feeling of utter
hopelessness regarding their future in view
of what the grasshopper in perhaps the three
months of its brief existence can accom])lish.
The standing crops in the districts to which
1 allude would be really excellent yielders
but for the fact that they are systemiatieully
succumbing to the ravages of the grasshop-
pers. From Benicuhbiti to Mukinbudin on
the northi-eastern fringe of the wheatbelt, a
distance of 25 miles, the disastrous effects
on the crops were markedly apparent. I
witnessed the arrival of a goods train at
-Mukinbudin and ascertained that it had
taken nine hours to do the trip from Bencub-
bin, on account of the grasshoppers on the
rails delaying progress.

Those of us who know the eastern wheat
districts realise that the grasshopper is reall 'y
indigenous to that part of the State, where
its presence has been apparent to my
knowledge for manyv years. My first con-_
tact with the district was about 23 years
ago. Members must realise that the grass-
hoppers I refer to are not the ordinary
species that wre see in the metropolitan area.
The type seems to he peculiar to the wheat
districts. They have not the long legs that
we see on grasshoppers here and for their
saltatory efforts-I find that the Encyclo-
paedlia Britannica's reference in that respect
alludes to the pest's jumping powers-they
depend more oil their wings in flight thani
the use of their legs in jumping. The pest
has a radius of 15 miles from its breeding
spot and within that area is able to carry
out its destructive work. The disastrous

effects of the pest, as I mentioned to the
House before, must really be seen to be be-
lieved.

We have efficient officers in the Agricul-
tural Department who have devoted their
efforts from time to time to grappling with
the grasshopper pest, but an unsystematic
and unsustained campaign is really useless.
It is successful up to a point in any given
year but, if the post does not appear to be
engaged in particularly destructive work,
the departmental officials seem to slacken
their efforts regarding the grasshoppers.
Perhaps their work is really governed by
the amount of money available and I urge
the Government to set the measure of ulti-
mate destruction against the present cost of
dealing with the pest-which can be dealt
with. In my opinion that can only be
achieved by a complete breaking- up of areas
in the affected districts. The position has
heen ag.gravated by the abandonnient of
farms. The grasshopper is a discriminating
pest; he goes for the best of everything.
He is a vegetable feeder, and therefore
only the most luscious crops and other forms
of green feed are those he seeks out.
In one place we saw where the grasshopper
had even invaded a garden in a township;
but, unfortunately for himself, lie struck the
larkspur, and with fatal results. We saw
grasshoppers in heaps around the larkspurs
upon which they had alighted, and which in
tuirn killed them. Unfortunately the grass-
hopper is a pest that needs continuous watch-
ing. The period of life would not be more
than three or four months, front about July
to November; hut it is the eggs in the ground
that are the trouble. I have studied them on
the spot. It appears that the grasshoppers
select hard ground, forest country for lpre-
ference, and that they sink into that ground
to a depth of two or three inches, and that
from eight to 14 eggs are laid in each nest.
A wonderful provision of nature, howvever,
is that the grasshoppers seal those nests
againist any possibility of wvater entering
them. Thus they remain for eight or nine
months, until the time comes% for the grass-
hoppers to emerge from the eggs; and then
they emerge by millions, and, as the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica says, "from the period of
their emergence to the period of their death
they wreak destruction."

The Government can even now make efforts
to dleal with the pest. I have searched
through the reports of the Agricultural
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Bank and of institutions vitally concerned
in this matter, for I daresay 90 per cent. of
the securities affected are held by the bank
in trust for the State. There are, I will not
say hundreds of thousands of pounds, but a
total running into the millions, of State
money involved. But not only is it a ques-
tion merely of the millions involved in the
particular areas that I have in mind; I am as
confident as I stand here that, if the pest is
not dealt with, the grasshoppers will come
into the central areas of the State, and we
may see the whole of the Government moneys
invested in those areas seriously menaced.
Another feature is that the grasshoppers
destroy not only the standing crops but also
the feed. The districts concerned are, in my
opinion rightly, being turned by the Govern-
meat largely into stock-carrying properties.
Unless there is feed for the stock in those
margnal areas, there will he no stock on
them. Farmers today are seriously concerned
about the matter. I remember the time when
the rabbits came into the eastern districts
and when the No. 1 and 2 rabbit-proof fences
were erected. We were then told, "Oh, the
rabbits will never get to the West or the
South-West." There are more rabbits today
wvest of the rabbit-proof fences than there
are to the east of the fences. Moreover, die
rabbit is a living entity. It is possible to
dleal with him at all times. But when the
grasshopper pest disappears into, let me say,
the earth, it is highly difficult to deal with.
The grasshopper has to be dealt with be-
fore it emerges into its destructive stage.
Examining the Agricultural Bank report for
1942, 1 was greatly disappointed to see that
the Commissioners dealt with the grasshop-
per pest in about six lines. Paragraph 41
of that report reads-

Rabbits and foxes are reported to be pl enti-
ful in the Bunbury Agricultural Bank district,
and are reported to be increasing in the man-
jimup district, the position in the matter of
pests being normal in other areas. Red-legged
mite is reported to be bad in certain areas of
the Manjimup Agricultural Bank district.

If the Agricultural Bank considered the posi .-
tion regarding the grasshopper pest to be
normal in other districts, the institution must
have come to regard the pest as part of the
normal condition of affairs. I can hardly
imagine the Agricultural Bank officials do-
ing so. I have noticed, likewise with regret,
that the reports of Agricultural Bank
branch managers have been eliminated from
the 1942 report. Going back to the 1941

report, I find it stated on page 1 that the
branch managers reported from their dis-
tricts on the subject. On page 9 of the
1941 report I find the Bruce Rock man-
ager stating-

Rabbits are slightly on the increase. Foxes
arc numerous and doing a good deal of damage
iii certain parts of the district. Locusts are
now well under control in this district. Emits
are still a serious menace in the eastern por-
tion of the district.
I presume the Bruce Rock manager when
speaking of locusts mens grasshoppers. As
a matter of fact I believe the grasshopper is
not a locust. The Minister for Agriculture,
wvho delivered an excellent speech on the
grasshopper pest in this Chamber sonic years
ago, may be able to make the matter clear.
I acknowledge that the Agricultural Bank
reports are only up to the 80th June, wvhen
the grasshoppers would not be in the stage
of emergence. However, theire are other

.- asto go by. My own observation has
sonme that grasshoppers have become

not a smaller but a worse menace. On page
12 of the 1941 report the manager for the
Kununinoppin district, which is now merged
in the Merredin district, is shown as stat-
ing -

Conditions were most suitable to the propa-
gation of the grasshopper. Breeding grounds
were charted in large areas of vajant coun-
try, and action is being taken by the Depart-
mnent of Agriculture through the Agricultural
Bank to ensure that the areas worst affected
and adjacent to occupied forums are broken up
by ploughiag.
All I can say is that the action taken has
been utterly ineffectual. It has, in fact,
proved a complete failure it. regards keep-
ing out the grasshoppers, though it is ad-
mitted that in the Muikinbudin (district con-
ditions were most suitable to the propaga-
tion of the pest. That being time case, I re-
gret that so little effort was made to eradi-
cate it. As regards the Merredia district,
the branch manager reports-

Chief of these (pests) are blowflies, foxes,
cams, and grasshoppers. Blowfles are increas-
ing. Foxes have been bad this yenr. Emus
are prevalent in different places. Grasshoppers
last year were plentiful, the season favouring
the hatching. This pest seems to have reached
its peak, and although bad in the outer dis.
tricts, a serious spread elsewhere has not been
noticed. Rabbits are not serious at the present
time.
Those reports from branch managers were
in before the 30th June; and, as I meii-
tioned before, it is about July the grass-
hoppcrs make their presence felt. But it
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appears that all these things are dismissed
by Agricultural Bank officials as merely in-
cidental, as a seasonal effect which can be
controlled. The effect I foresee is that be-
fore long the Government will be seriously
concerned as to inroads being made into
valuable portions of the wheathelt. Most
of the wheatbelt is today carrying millions
of sheep, and the number will be greater
as the years go on; and the sheep will not
be able to exist if the grasshopper pest
takes their means of subsistence. Another
fact that hardly reflects credit on those con-
cerned is that when the Government de-
cided to break lip those areas by ploughing,
it leased the ploughed-up ground and
charged, if my memory serves me, l'/a
bushels per acre. The Government endea-
voured to turn the destruction of a pest
into a commercial concern. However, we
cannot have it both ways. If the breeding
of the pest is to be made impossible by
breaking up the country, what the Govern-
ment gets off that country should not be the
first consideration. I know one man who
took over 6,000 acres of this ploughed-up
land sown with wheat, and made a disas-
trous loss. One cannot get farmers
to take on destruction of the grass-
hopper pest as a business speculation.
It must be tackled by the Government as a
protective measure. We must have a
ploughed-up belt drawn right through those
areas, and that can only be done by Gov-
ernmental power and finance.

This State is facing a very serious posi-
tion. In any movement made to enhance
the values of products in this State we have
to consider the position of the pig. We
found that 75 to 80 per cent, of the farmers
in the Mukinbudin area were carrying pigs
on their properties, and from Mukinbudin
station last year £10,000 worth of pigs was
railed. The grasshoppers should not be per-
mitted to take away the means of feeding
those animals. I would sooner have a pig
than a grasshopper. He would be much
more succulent! The difficulty is to keep the
Government up to one continuous, unending
and unrelenting effort against this lpest.
Spasmodic efforts are worse than useless.
Perhaps there is a year wvhen the incidence
of the pest is less than in other years, but
the only way the fight will be won is for us
to he consistently and relentlessly in pursuit
or the grasshopper. The menace is so evi-
dent to people in the districts affected that

they are mystified that continued efforts are
not being made. I would like the Minister
in his reply to state the Government's in-
tentions in this regard. I can assure him
that he will receive the co-operation of mem-
hers for the districts concerned.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): I remember
that six years ago this matter was dealt with
in a manner similar to that in which it is
being approached today. At that time a
number of interesting assurances and a large
amount of interesting information were given
by the Minister for Agriculture. One
point the Minister made was that he looked
forward to two or three inches of rain fall-
ing to help in the disposal of the grass-
hopper pest which was then assuming con-
siderable proportions. He had assured the
House in the course of his remarks that the
grasshopper pest was essentially a product
of dry areas. It was therefore with rather
considerable surprise, in view of the season
through which we have just passed, that I
heard comparatively recently that the grass-
hoppers were in evidence in large numbers
and, more recently, that their depredations
were likely to be a serious menace to the
districts concerned, not only from the point
of view of wbeatgrowing-which might pos-
sibly be looked upon with more equanimity
in those marginal areas--but also from the
point of view of pastures, which is likely to
spoil or render abortive all the efforts which
have been and are to be made by the Gov-
erment-I hope on a successful basis-to
restore this country or a large p~art of it
from the point of view of stock-carrying as

against crop growing. Also in the course of
his remarks at that time-the 15th Septem-
ber, 1936-the Minister for Agriculture
said-

There is no other pest which has had such
a devastating effect upon human beings and
there are cases on record where people have
starved owing to the depredations of this pest.
I quote that as evidence to members of this
House that the fears expressed by the mem-
her for Avon are not held by him alone.
They are obviously fears that must he
shared by everyone who knows anything
about the depredations of this pest, andi
they were put to this House six years ago
by the Minister for Agriculture who has
control of the department which is con-
cerned, or should be concerned, so far as is
practicable, in its destruction. I want mem-
bers to realise that the member for Avon
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has not brought this matter forward simply
because there is some element that might do
a little damage to the community, part of
which he represents but because it is a fact,
as the Minister at that time said, that the
pest is likely to create devastation which is
almost unbelievable. At the end of his ob-
servations at that time the hion, gentleman
said-

I have shownl how we anticipated this inva-
Mion and eadeavoured to cope with it in every
particular. I ask members opposite to do as
they submit they wish to do, namely, to be
helpful. Let them not, by destructive criticism
and by laying emphasis on the darker side,
cause to be obliterated what might prove to
be helpful and tangible facts. I hope that
the two or three inches of rain, which would
be necessary even now to assist in combating
the pest, might speedily fall.

The hon. gentleman on that occasion said
that his department had anticipated the
invasion and had taken steps to deal with
it. Maybe it has been equally anticipated
on this occasion, but there is as yet no evi-
dence that any anticipation has taken place
or that a district-wide effort has been made
to cope with the grasshopper pest this sea-
son.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is as
far as you know.

Mr. WATTS: I said there was no evi-
dence as yet; and that must mean as far
as this House is concerned. As no pub-
licity has been given to the effort which
presumably, from his interjection, the Alin-
ister for Agriculture would wish us to know
has been made, I think we are entitled to
come before this House with this motion so
that we may get from the Government the
clearest exposition of what it has done, what
it is doing and what it intends to do. I rose
to support my colleague not because I an-
ticipated that there will be any grasshoppers
in the Katanning district this year, but be-
cause I want everyone here to understand
that the member for Avon was fully justi-
fled, as far as I can see, in ventilating this
matter in this way. It is a matter of urgency.
The Minister has admitted that and will, I
have no doubt, admit it again. It should be
given the fullest publicity and the remedies
being put into operation should be made
known throug-hout the State.

Referring to the IKatanning district, I re-
member that I took the opportunity to sub-
mnit certain examples of grasshoppers which
might or might not have had some relation-

ship to the dangerous fellows wve find ins the
eastern districts at the present time. I was
assured they were not of the same type and
that we need have no concern about them,
but as they are common in dry areas we may
yet have to meet with them in parts of the
eastern districts of the Great Southern. I
assure the House I do not want that to
happen. Consequently I have a personal in-
terest in knowing what steps are being taken
to eradicate or at least to minimise this p~est.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) : The revela-
tions made by the member for Avon this
afternoon as the result of a tour made by
the members of the Country Party a few
weeks ago have been of a most serious
nature. I had been lulled into feeling- that
the grasshopper was becoming ext inct in
those districts hut to my amazemient I find
that far fronm their becoming extinct the
position is as bad as, if not worse than, it
was previously. What struck nie most forc-
ibly was that a few days ago I read in "The
West Australian" a statement made by the
chairman of the Agricultural Bank Coal-
missioners to the R.S.L. Congress that his
institution was the best ninaged in the
State and that when anybody, including the
Commonwealth authorities, required to know
anything about Western Australian agricul-
tural matters the Agricultural Hank was
consulted. As the mnenmber for Avonl has
poitited out, the Agricultural Bank is, to a
large extent, though not exclusively, en-
gagedt in operations in the very district
where this plague has become such a serious
mienace. I should have tholught that in con-
sideration of the conditions wvhich we haive
been told today exist-and I have no reason
to believe that they do not exist-the Agri-
cultural Bank would have broadcast this in-
formation amongst the settlers and taken
the most strenuous steps to etomhat the
plague. I do not say it hafs done nothing.
but I (d0 not think it ca clain gnVat credit
ii. view of the facts brought forward this
afternoon by the member for Avon. I think
the Agricultural Bank might have kept
quiet on the adulator 'y parts of the chair-
man's remarks, and probably warned Ihe
settlers against a possible increase of this
pest.

This matter is far removed from my dis-
trict, as it is from that of the mlember for
Katanning, but I am seriously' concerned
because, when Moving abont my electorate
in the last few weeks, I have been :;lesed to
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see a big increase in clovers this year. It that the members who accomp~anied the
is remarkable to see, in districts where not
much clover has been grown in the last few
years, the amount grown this year; and,
with the late rains, it will grow more ex-
tensively. So I view with great apprehen-
sion the arrival of a plague of grasshoppers
amongst these pastures.

The Premnier: Is that east or west of the
Great Southern"

Mr. SEWARD: It can be seen when
travelling down the Great Southern line,
mostly on the western side, but in places
on the eastern side. That has been brought
about by the restriction on whcatgrow-
ing. To all who have studied the wheat-
growing question, it is obvious that we
must get something beside wheatgrowing,
and the result is that farmers are attempt-
ing to promote the growth of these pas-
tures in districts with a heavier rainfall.
I do not overlook the fact that this year
the late rains are favourable to promoting
the growth of pastures, and we will get
better results than in a dry year. But pro-
gress is being made in that direction and it
would be a calamity if, when the grasshop-
pers have finished the green feed in the
areas where they are operating at the pre-
sent time, they should then attack the clover
fields, still in a green stage and forming
a luscious feed for them.

Unfortunately, this trouble catches us at
a time of war when manpower is difficult
to get to tackle the problem, but I do hope
the 'Minister will take cognisance of the
situation, and also make some endeavour to
see that manpower, wvhether it be the farmers
themselves or others who come along to help,
is made available. In view of the facts
elicited today, I am entitled to say that we
can regard poisoning as not very satisfac-
toryv. I understand it has been tried exten-
sively, but it has been proved ineffective.
We have to find other means to deal with
the pest. I support the member for Avon,
and congratulate him and the others who
went out with hint and discovered this mat-
ter, and brought it to the light of public
knowledge.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I can quite understand the concern of mem-
bers opposite over the severity of the
gzrasshopper pest, and the widespread nature
of its incidence. But the last remark of the
member for Pingelly would seem to suggest

member for Avon in a recent tour discovered
something that was not known. In that con-
nection I intend to reply fully to the state-
ments made by the member for Avon, some
of wvhich are not quite in accordance with
fact. 'Members opposite who have spoken
have referred to a speech delivered in this
Chamber on this subject in 1936. When,
at little while ago, I learned of the intention
to move this motion, I referred to that
.speech, which was made on the 15th Sep-
temuber, 1936, when a somewhat similar mo-
tion was moved by the member for M.Nt. M ar-
shall. At that time a complete review, not
merely of the incidence of the pest within
the State but the cxtrcme importance of it
economically in many countries of the world,
wvas made in this House. It was shown how
serious hail been its ravages in South Africa,
and the measures taken to cope with it, and
also the extreme measures taken in such
countries as Russia, because of the dire

ncsiyto cope with a very serious situa-
Win hen the position was being fully re-

viewed at that time the House was told that
in South Africa, where tremendous suims had
been spent in coping- with the pest, these
sums had been collected by way of a
special tax on all rural lands; and to a large
extent the same circumstances and condi-
tions applied in Russia.

There is no foundation at all for the con-
tention of members who have spoken that
the efforts of the Government have been
spasmodic and not continuous. I want at
once to disabuse their minds, the minds of
other members and the minds of the general
public who may read that statement. That
assertion has no foundation in fact. Since
the motion was last moved in this Chamber
on the subject of grasshoppers nearly £37,000
have been spent by the Government in bait-
ing and other methods to cope with the pest.
As distinct from the point endeavoured to
be made by the member for Avon, that we
are facing a considerable encroachment of
this pest towards the coast, I am advised by
the entomologists that there has been no en-
croachment westward since 1937, which is
the year in which was recorded the furthest
westward incidence of the grasshopper, in
plague forry, in this State.

Mr. Seward: Where was that point'2

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It was in the vicinity of Moora; to the
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North, and a little westward of Kellerberrin.
Each year, wherever it has been reported
in plague form, either by the Agricultural
Department or Agricultural Bank officials,
it has been mapped and investigated at least
twice a year, even after tile eggs have been
laid, to ascertain where the depositories have
been, so that every effort could be made, not
inerely to bait the grasshoppers when they
emerged from the eggs, but to break up those
lands where the mnenace was potential. The
remedies that have been used in this State
fire not isolated. They are the best known
to entomologists, in a world-wide sense.
Cases have been referred to in South Africa
where green screens have been put up and
heating parties have chased grasshoppers
into ditches. World-wide authorities, in-
eluding the C.S.I.R. English expert who
camne here and investigated the problem in
this State some years ago, agree that the
practices adopted in the field of poison-bait-
ing are the best knowxn to science. There
has not been a case where an application for
bait, free to the farmer, or to the road board,
and supplemented by free supplies of petrol
to farmers who could not afford transport,
allowance for mixing the bait and even cost
of labour entailed in spreading the bait, has
not been granted. I challenge members op-
posite to produce one ease where a road
board or .a fanner has suggested that it or
he is likely to be invaded by grasshoppers
in a district in which an outbreak is antici-
pated, where every possible step has not
been taken to meet the situation within the
circumstances of manpower available.

Mr. Boyle: It has proved very ineffective.

The MINISTER FOR AGRIC-ULTURE:
Thousands of acres of crop in the last ten
years have been saved to farmers because of
the effective measures taken. It -will be re-
membered by those who follow closely activi-
ties of this nature that in 1.938 the grass-
hoppers were declared vermin to give the
Government an opportunity to insist upon
the actual requirements being carried out in
coping with the pest, and so that it could take
action against road boards and farmers wbo)
would not do their duty in that regard.

In a general sense most road boards have
been very helpful. There have been in-
stances where they have found it a little
irksome to do their utmost, bat in the main
there has been co-operation wherever it has
been shown that there is the least likelihood

of an outbreak. Every possible help has
been rendered them in the supply of baiting
materials free of charge. This is the only
State in Australia which has undertaken the
job in that way. South Australia has an
exactly similar kind of grasshopper and, in
addition, another type known, I think, as
the black-winged hopper which can fly 100
miles at least. But what is done in that
State? The road boards have the responsi-
bility of dealing wvith the situation except
for some small subsidies that have at times
been given by the Government. In 1937,
which was the worst year in this State, the
districts affected were Narembeen, Aloora,
.Mingencw, Carniamah and others, and since
better seasons have obtained they have not
suffered a serious outbreak. In the Mingenew
district alone in 1037 thousands of acres.
'were threatened by this pest. This year that
district, so far as, we know-and it has been
visited recently by the entomologist-has no
serious outbreak of the hopper. In the
York district large areas were seriously
affected in 1937 and 1938, but by the
measures which the member for Avon is
pleased to call "ineffective," absolute control
has been effected. There is no report this
year from properties, which were seriously
affected at that time, of any encroachment
of the grasshopper; nor is there any appear-
ance of it in plague form.

It is important, too, to know that the only
prospect of handling this pest by means of
poison bait, is before it reaches the winged
stage. Once the grasshoppers are on the
wving it is a practical impossibility to cope
with them by poisoning, or any other means.
Hundreds of miles can be affected by grass-
hoppers which would emerge, perhaps, from
an area in its totality, although not con-
tiguous, of not more than 1,000 acres. Road
sides, railway embankments and even open
forest country, if of a suitable type, are
splendid breeding grounds for this pest, in
addition to the areas that have been farmed,
some of which are occupied, on whieh the
grasshopper breeds. Once the pest reaches

the winged stage, there is no prospect of
coping with it. Regarding the mis-statement
by the member for Avon to the effect that
we have let up on the matter and only treated
it spasmodically, I point out that during the
last two years when there was a likelihood
of ai shortage of bran and other baiting
materials, we were in months hefore there
was any prospect of a request for these
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materials and bad secured them. The Rail-
way Department was the first entity this
year to request material for poison baiting.

Mr. Boyle: Was any ploughing done last
year?

The MNINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some was done. In connection with plough-
ing, it is interesting to note that 103,000
acres were ploughed in the one season five
years ago. A sum, of £13,000 was spent by
the Agricultural Bank and recouped by the
Department of Agriculture on ploughing
contracts in that one year, and this year
every possible inducement has been given by
inspectors of the Agricultural Bank to get
farmers, if they would not take on a
bushelage basis, to plough their land and re-
ceive 4s. per acre for doing it. I have a
report in that connection which wras recently
submitted to me. The localities to be
ploughed are not confined to marginal areas,
but embrace any district where the grass-
hopper has been known to exist in plague
formn. Branch managers of the hank were
requested to get ploughing undertaken
wherever possible if there was likely to be a
threat to crops this year. All railway
enmbankmnents, any bard ground at all that
will not fall in-these are the discriminating
factors. Sandy soil offers no threat at all
as regards a plague of grasshoppers. When
the female is ready to deposit her eggs, she
must bave hard soil into which to deposit
the eggs, a place where the soil will not
fall in- Road sides, railway embankments
and hard claypans in open forest country
are ideal spots, as well as abandoned areas.

The hon. member suggested that the Gov-
ernment should have maintained a continuing
effort and that it was necessary for him to
keep unrelentingly at the Guvernniont in
Order to get it to attend to this problem. It
is easy to spin words in that way and make
extravagant statements, but the facts are
that during the past seven years a sumn of
£C36,000 has been spent by the Government
in providing hait free to farmers likely to
be affected. The pest in this State is mostly
confined to our ten-inch rainfall area;, and
when some of our inner districts experience
two or three bad seasons in succession, there
is an opportunity for the pest to spread, at-
though seasonaql conditions do not wholly
control the situation. There is very little
doubt that there will be no intrusion or in-
vasion of the clover paddocks in the Pingelly
,district because, so far as we know, there

is no grasshopper in plague form within 15
miles of that district and, as the member
for Avon pointed out, that is the maximum
distance this type of grasshopper travels.
It flies spasmodically; it follows no set
direction. Its flight is governed by natural
conditions, by obstructions and by wind. It
can go anywhere, and its maximum distance
from the point of hatching is usually about
15 miles.

Mr. Boyle: And it will go hack to that
spot, too.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. When the life cycle of the insect is
about to end, it will move to suitable spots
to deposit its eggs. The Government could
wish it were possible to get a continuing in-
terest in this matter amongst other sections
of the community. I can quite understand
that farmers who have experienced a had
time seasonally and iii regard to prices are
inclined to think that this mnight he a year
when added effort is not necess ary, but that
has not been the attitude of the department
or the Government. We arc continuing the
policy we began in an endeavour to cope
with the pest, and the hon. member may rest
assured that so far as inspiration and en-
deatvour are concerned, the farmers will re-
ceive all possible assistance. At least twice
a year the Government Entomologist visits
ihe road board secretaries in districts where
the pest is known to exist. He watches the
proress to ascertain whether there is any
fungus, any parasite, any natural enemy,
and makes reconmmendations accordingly.

Mr. Watts: Is hie doing that now?
The3INIMSTRR FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes, continuously. I have a report dated the
7th September stating that the entomologist
had] visited, in company with a prominent
member of the C.SL1R., several districts
where the pest was abont to emerge. Close
contact is maintained continuously with the
authorities of the Waite Institute and with
world-wide authorities in all endeavour to
ensure that every mieasure of practical value
is emloyed to control the pest.

Mr. Watts: Does he consider there wvill
be a plague this year.

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, and has made recommendations ac-
cordingly. it will he fund on investiga-
tion that the districts affected this year are
fortunately much fewer than those affected
at the time of the maximum plague. In
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1937 a very large area, extending as near
to the coast as 100 miles, was seriously, af-
fected by the ravages of this insect. Con-
trol measures were advocated and put into
effect with very successful results but, in
districts where there are millions of acres of
potential breeding grounds, the magnitude
of the task can be appreciated. In the mar-
ginal areas it would entail the breaking-up
of at least a million acres a year before we
could say that the egg pods of the grass-
hopper in that area bad been destroyed. In
addition, there are many thousands of acres
along road sides that cannot be dealt -with in
the same manner.

The Government is anxious to do its best"
in this connection, and if the bon. member
cares to read a fIe of the reports submitted
by the Government Entomologist over the
years, he -will find that there has been a eon-
tinning- effort. These reports were distri-
buted amongst a number of files, but for con-
venience copies have been placed on one file
so that they may be readily seen. If the hon.
member perused those reports, I think he
would be fair enough to admit that there
has been not a spasmodic effort, but at con-
tinuing effort, anid all we hope is that the
detrimental effect of the pest could be so
impressed upon the farmuers that they would
maintain interest all the time. It is very
dimfeult for them, in view- of the present
manpower situation, to meet the needs re-
garding labour, but it is too late now to take
action. There are no known mecans of cop-
ing with the pest now that it is on the wing.
It must take its course. Nothing practical
can be suggested. Until the insects alight en
masse to deposit their eggs in suitable hatch-
ing grounds, we cannot deal with them. So
the remedy lies in all farmers and all road
boards giving the Government the utmost
co-operation in the endeavour to extermin-
ate this pest.

Question put ani
the followingr resul'

Ayes
Noes

Majority a

MIr- Boyle
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Mann
Mr. North
Mr. Patrick

a division taken with

14
09

igainst 8

A~IZ.
Mr. apo
Mr. Seward
Mr. Shearn
Mr. Storm
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wiliwtt
Mr. Doney

(Teller.)

1.2,. Berry
Mrt. Coverley
Mr. Cras
Mr. Fox
Mr. Hawks
Mr. J. Hegney
Mir, W, N~egney
M r. Johnson
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Leahy

NOs$.
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Milingtoa
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nnlsen
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Trial
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

Question thus negatived.

QUESTIONS (6).

COM3PANIES BILL

Aaq to Reinstatement.
M1r. SEWARD asked the Premier: When

commending the Companies Bill to the As-
sembly last year, the Minister for Justice
stated that it was the most modern and cfli-
cient piece of company legislation in Aus-
tralia: In view of the small amount of
business onl the notice paper: 1, Is it the
intention of the Government to abandon
the Companies Bill? 2, If not, when will it
he brought forward? 3, Will adequate time
be given for consideration of the Bill by
both Houses this session!

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, It
will be put on the notice paper at an early
date. 3, Yea, consistent with the impor-
tance of other business before Parliament.

NATIONAL SECURITY ACT.

Lighting of Motor Vehicles.

'Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: 1,
Has a reply been received from the Prime
Minister to the letter written to him some
three weeks ago asking for the relaxing of
lighting regulations, particularly lighting-
of motor vehicles? 2, If so, what is the
nature of that reply? 3, If no reply has
yet heen received, how long does he intend
to wait before taking action? 4, If a reply
has been. received, and it is nnfnvourable
to the State Government's request, does not
the authority which gave the Premier the
power to issue the regulations also em-
power him to amend or cancel theml 5, If
so, will he cancel the regulations and
thereby compel the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment or the military authorities to enter
into negotiations with the State Govern-
ment with a view to adopting regula-
tions that will prove more acceptable to all
concerned? 6, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1 to 6, the
Prime Minister has acknowledged our corn-
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munication and additional information has
been sought from us. This has been sup.
plied and advice from the Commonwealth
authorities, both by telegram and telephone,
was to the effect that further consideration
was to be given to the matter early this
week. As it is confidently expected that all
the information regarding the intentions of
the Commonwealth will be available within
a few days, the matter will be deferred
until then. Failing action on the part of
the Commonwealth Government, this Gov-
ernment prolposes to deal with the matter
expeditiously on the lines indicated in the
Deputy Premier's letter to the Prime Min-
ister, which was published in the Press at
the time.

FIRE BRIGADE EMPLOYEES.

Compeauratiou for lVar Injuries.

'Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for the
North-West: 1, Is he aware that Biremen are
not covered by the ordinary worker's com-
pensation provisions when injured on duty,
if such injury is due to enemy action? 2,
Can he say whether any definite arrange-
ments have been made to comp~ensate firemen
in the event of death or injury due to enemy
action? 3, If so, what compensation will be
piaid to firemen and /or their dependants in
the following circumstances if killed or in-
jured- (a) Between the "warning" and the
"all clear", signal? (b) After the siren has
sounded the alarmn, when off duty and on his
way to report for duty? (c) When injured
by either bomb, gas or gunfire? (d) If by
,delayypd-aetion bomb after the "all-clear"
has sounded? (e) By falling walls and
debris at a fire caused by the enemy, but
after the "all-clear" has sounded?

The MI1NISTER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
Commonwealth National Security Regula-
tions, relating to Civil Defence workers were
rcently amended to provide compensation
for essential services personnel for war in-
juries received whilsit continuing to perform
their ordinary duties or standing in readi-
ness to perform those duties during a period
of enemy action, i.e., between the sounding
of the "action warning" and the "raiders
passed" on the sirens, or during a period
immediately following the period of enemy
Action as approved by the Minister for Home
Security. The W.A. Fire Brigades have been
elas~ed as an essential service. :3, The rates
-of compensation and the circumstances affect-

ing same appear in the Commonwealth Na-
tional Security (Civil Defence Volunteer
Compensation) Regulation No. 288 of 1941,
and amending Regulations Nos. .53 of 1942,
and 325 of 1942.

GAS PRODUCERS.

(a) As to Import atio11a.
Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for In-

dustrial Development: 1, Is it a fact that a
second consignment of gas producers has ar-
rived, or is due to arrive, in this State from
the Eastern States? 2, If so, who is respon-
sible for their being sent here? 3, As there
aire country manufacturers of gas producers
who have beenj unable to accept orders, ow-
ing to their inability to obtain the material
necessary for the mnaking of gas producers,
will he have the consigmnent scat back to the
Easte-rn States? 4, In view of the fact that.
lie announced the appointment of a Priorities
Committee, a pproved by the Common wealth
Government, to control such matters, how is
it that this second consignment was permitted
to be sent here?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The question
gives no means of identifying the
consignmment of gmi producers to which
it refers. No gas producers can now
be shipped to 'Western Australia. Several
were recently brorught front South Aus-
tralia by rail. Action has since been
taken to prevent any repetition of that prac-
lire. 2, It is understood General Motors-
lioldemis of South Australia, who manufac-
ture the "Nasco" gas producer, consigned the
producers to agents in Western Australia.
3, This suggestion is impracticable as the
producers are the legal property of the local
agents. 4, As far as is known the consign-
mient in question was not brought to Western
Australia by sci.

(b) As to9 S'tpplq to Farmers.
Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-

cultuLre: As it is an injunction of the Liquid
Fuel Control Board to fit gas producers to
agricultural vehicles and machinery, does
the Government intend to take steps neces-
s;ary to supply the-se gas producers at the
lowest rates possible and on easy extended
terms to farmers unable financially to instal
such p~roducers otherwise?

The 'MINISTER. replied: it would be
difficult for the Government to intervene
where farmers are clients of private institu-
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tions, but every consideration in this con-
neetion is given to farmers who are clients
of the Agricultural Bank.

(c) As to Travelling Peirm its for
Farmers.

Mr. BERRY aked the 'Minister for
AgFri .culture: Does he intend to grant per-
mission to farmers who have fitted pro-
ducer ga.; units to their trucks to visit
Perth twice annually by road, thus enabling
them to attend to znntters which cannot be
done in the country or by correspondence)

The -MINISTER replied: Such permis-
sion dloes not come within my' jurisdiction
but in any case appears unnecessary as no
restriction, exists under the State Transport
Co-ordination Act.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.

Parliamentary Joint Sitting.
Mfr. SPEAKERI: I desire to announce

that, in furtherance of the resolution of the
House, I consulted the President of the
Legislative Council and we have fixed
Thursday, the Sth October, at 2.30 p.m., in
the Legislative Council Chamber, for the
joint sitting of Parliament to elect a Sena-
tor.

BILLS (2)--RETURNED.
1, Mining Tenements (War Time Exemp-

tions).
O, Road Districts Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

B31IL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Introduced by lHon. N. Keenan and read
at first time.

DIELL-PUBLIC AUTHORITIES (POST-
PONSEMNr OF ELECTIONS).

Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION-LIQUOR LICENSES AND
t.P. BETTING.

T'o inquire by Royal Commission.
MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [3.2G] : I

move-
That this House is of opinion that the state-

ments of the member for East Perth, made in
Parliament on the 1.6th September, 1942, with
reference to liquor license abuses ndi starting-
price betting business, as well as a failure to
prosecute for offeacees against the betting laws,

are so serious as to be liable to undermine the
standing of Parliament in the opinion of the
public.

And further, that this House demands an
immediate investigation of these charges by
the Chief Jus'tice sitting as a Royal Commis-
sion, and that the terms of reference include
the following-

The terams of reference to include:-
(1) Has the administration of our betting,

gaming, and/or liquor lawn corrupted
or tended to corrupt-

(a) any of thle Police Force of the
State;

(b) any Ministers of the Crown of
this State;
and if so, who are the persons so
affected?

(2) Have an) instructions been given to the
Police Force, or any member thereof,
to refrain from enforcing the law
against betting shops and/or gamning
houses except at long intervals? If
so, have these instructions been given-

(a) by senidr officers of the Force
wvithout Government intervention; or

(b) by the State Government or
any Ministers thereof; or

(e) by other persons, and if so, 'what
persons?

(3) Is there ally evidence that any betting
shop or gaming house or any number
of betting shops or gaming honses art-
or have been actually, or in effect,
exempted from law enforcement? If
so, to what extent, and by whose
instructions has 'such total or partial

exeniptioll beconmn applicable?
(4) Is there any, and if so, what evidence to

support a statenment that such periodi-
cal enforcement or such total or par.
tiat exemption or either, is part of
Government policy?

(6) Whent taking proceedings against betting
shop;, is there any, and if so, what
evidence to support the allegation that
either all or some of the members of
the Police Force acting therein know
or have reasons to believe that the
person arrested by them as the keeper
of the premises is not the keeper of
the premises said in consequence that
members of the Police Force so acting
can be considered to be conspiring to-
gether to thwart the ends of justice?

(6) Is there any evidence to support the
belief that a minimuom term of impri-
sonment withont the option of a fine,
to be imposed on both keepers and
users of betting shops, would have the
effect of minimising or eradicating
offenees against Section 211 of tile
Criminal Code?

(7) Is any Justice of the Peace in the met-
ropolitan area-

(a) the owner of the premises in
which illegal betting is conducted?

(b) the owner, either alone or in
conjunction with any other person or
persons of any betting shop business,
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or entitled to participate in the pro-
fits to be derived from such business,
and if so, what Justices of the Peace
are so interested, and to what extent?

(8) Is any M1inister of the Crown or any
othe~r person holding high place in the
Government of this State the owner of
or interested in any such premises or
business Of the like kind to those meii-
tioned in paragraph (7), and if sn,'tire name of such 'Minister and per-
sons, and what is their interest'

(9) Have any, and if so Which, Justices of
the Peace at Frenmantle received any
sunms of money or other consideration
as an inducement to exercise their
judicial authority to minimise the
penalty imposed upon keepers and/or
users of betting shops, and if so, wvho
are these, justices?

I do not intend to speak at any great length
upon or unduly to labour this question, as
I think the member (or East Perth has al-
ready done that. Mlembers will readily re-
call that he spoke calmnly and deliberately
and, speaking generally, weighed his words.
As a matter of fact, I think that, with only
one exception, it can be said that he par-
ticularly emiphasisied the -words of which he
made use. In some eases he repeated state-
ments that have been made in this House on
previous occasions. His statement must be
given the weight that should be attached to
sitatemecnts made by a member of Parlia-
mieat speaking from his seat in the House.
He represents an important city electorate,
and has represented it for a number of years
against the stoutest opposition. I have no
hesitation in saying that on one occasion he
,secured the seat against the full weight and
debating power of the Government. Con-
sequently, his statements must be taken as
those of a responsible man occupying anl im-
portant public position. At the outset, I
desire to say that I do not associate my-
self with the statemients of the lion. mem-
ber. Whether they% are true or untrue I am
not, in a position to say;, but they are so
serious as not to be possibly passed over by
any body such as this Parliament, because
unquestionably they reflect not only upon the
Government but upon every member of Par-
lisinent. I mention that bease I heard a
question asked the other night hr war' of
interjection to the following effect :-"'flid
anyone think that the statements were made
by a responsible person or came from a
responsible quarter 2" T maintain that they
did conme fromu a responsible quarter, and
therefore they should he investigated in

order to ascertain whether or- not they tire
trite.

It must be remembered that onl the morn-
lagy following the dlay on which the state-
nients wvere made they were reported in our
principal daily paper, 'The West Austra-
]tan." The report alppeared on the main
page, iunder heavy-type headlines to the fol-
lowing effect :--"Ganing Laws. 'Motion for
Repeal. Hypocrisy and Cant." The report
occupied more than three-quarters of a
column. The paper has a large circulation
throughout the State and is read from one
ead of the State to the other. Consequently
there was a certa in re-action by the public
to those statements. Somne of my electors have
met me since and asked, "What about the
charges made in Parliament by the
member for East Perth? Are these things
that Mr. Hughes stated true?7" I could only
reply that the statements were made by the
ineraber for East Perth and that I had no
means of ascertaining whether they were
true or not. My constituents immediately
asked, "Well, do you not think they should
be proved? Is it right that a tun should
make charges against the Executive of the
State if there is not some truth in them?"
I could only reply, "That is the position."
I was then at once told, "If they are true,
they rebound on you as a member of Parlia-
ment. Are you content to sit in Parliament
and hear such statements made against the
Executive of the State, public men holding
highly responsible positions9" I replied, "I
am not." It is for that reason that I placed
on the notice paper the mnotion standing in
my nlame.

The motion will, if carried, give timely
opportunity for an investigation to be
mande, because I want to say straight here
that the inenmber for East Perth is by no
means the only person I have heard mak-
ig those statemlents, and spreading such
rumours. and insinuations. I have heard
them made in the city of Perth and iii the
country. I have heard people say, ''Why
is such a thing- tolerated and allowed to
go on,?'' My desire is to be in a position
to say that such statements are not trite,
and I am sure every member ofi this Par-
liament wants to be in the same position,
If the statements arc not proved to he un-
trute, it simply means that our public life
wvill be undermined. People will not, as
they ought to do, look up to the public life
of this State; they will simply deride it.
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The unfortunate position today is that
the tone of public life is deteriorating,
with the result that "isms" are bred, such
as Communism and Fascism,, and other
forms of "isms," as a substitute for our
piresent form of government. We have a
duty to the people of this State to preserve
the standing, of Parliament; it is our duty
to contradict insinuations of this description.
I am not referring to the small tittle-tattle
that one hears, but to statements made in
this House by a member in a responsible
position. Such statements receive more
notice than do statements made outside Par-
liament.

Unfortunately, the rules of the House
preclude me from quoting from the speech
made by the member for East Perth; but
members will be able to read it in "Han-
sard" if they were not present on the occa-
sion. They can ascertain for themselves
exactly what statements were wade. I de-
sire to draw attention to the terms of refer-
ence, of which I gave notice yesterday, as
possibly sonic menibers may not have had
time thoroughly to consider them. I desired
these terms of reference to be included be-
cause they are probably the prevailing re-
ports or insinuations that one may hear any
day in Perth and throughout the State. The
first term is as follows:

(1) Has the administration of our betting,
gaming, and/or liquor laws corrupted or tended
to corrupt-

(a) any of the Police Force of the State;
(b) any Ministers of the Crown of this

State ;
and, if so, who are the persons so affected?
I have heard that statement made on various
ocasions. It has been said that the ad-
ministration of our laws. to-day has been
brought about because certain people occu.
pying extremely responsible positions either
in the Police Force or in the Government
of the State have become corrupted. That
is a most serious statement to make, and con-
sequently I have included it in the tenns of
reference so that, should the inquiry be
held, the statement will be investigated and
disposed of once and for alt if the members
of the Police Force and of the Ministry arc
not corrupt. Should it be established, how-
ever, that either members of the Police Force
or the -Ministry are involved, then it be-
hoves us to have the matter cleared up. The
next tenm is as follows:-

(2) Hlave any instructions been given to the
Police Force, or any member thereof, to refrain

from enforcing the law against betting shops
and/or gaming houses except at long intervals?
If so, have these instructions been given-

(a) by senior officers of the Force without
Government intervention; or

(b) by the State Government or any Minis-
ters thereof; or

(c) by otbher persons, and if so, what per-
sonsT

That is another statement I have heard. It
has been said that members of the Police
Force have received instructions not to en-
force the law against certain people, but to
enforce it against certain other people,
thereby insinuating that favouritism exists.
Certain people are permitted to violate the
law, while other people ]ess favourably
situated, and perhaps unable to bring in-
fluence to bear on their behalf, aire not free
to violate the law. That is a statement which,
if proved correct, would undermine the
whole of our administration of the law. If
peolple become possessed of the idea that
certain persons can bring influence, to bear
on their behalf and so av-oid the force of law
it means this kind of thing will spread. A
few years ago the question of gold stealing
was brought up. I have heard it stated that
that was not stealing in the generally ace-
cepted meaning of the word, but I venture
to say that the crime of stealing gold has
spread to other things such as pilfering and
so forth. That is the sort of thing we have
to contenid with, People may become pos-
sessed of the idea that the owners of gaming
houses can interview certain persons aind
have influence brought to bear on their be-
half so that prosecutions may be avoided.
The whole of our administrative and social
life is thus likely to become contaminaited.
The same thing might occur with our State
administration if it is was thought that Min-
isters could intervene and direct the police
not to do certain things.

Then there is the serious statement I have
frequently heard that, whether as the result
of graft or some other influence, public
prosecutions could be avoided. I would be
very sorry to think that such a thing could
enter into our police force. I have no hesi-
tation in saying! that during my 25 years'
residence in this State 1 have always looked
upon the police force as being equal if not
superior to any otlher police force in Aus-
tralia. I do not think any serious crime has
been committed in this State where the
police force have not brought home to jus-
tice the guilty parties. I view with rave
concern the necessity for maintaining the
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reputation of our police fore. These are
the reasons why I have included in my
motion this particular term of reference.
The next paragraphs are as follows-

Is there any evidence that any betting shop
or gaining house or any number of betting
shops) or gaming houses are or have been aetu-
ally, or in effect, exempted from law enforce-
went? If so, to -what extent and by whose
instructions has suchl total or partial exemption
become applicable?7

Is there any, and if so, what evidence to
support a statement that such periodical en-
forcement or such total or partial exemption,
or either, is part of Government policy?
Whilst one might view with serious misgiv-
ings the fact that the police force would of
its own initiative undertake not to enforce
the law, whtether through graft or anything
else, one would view the matter even more
gravely if that were done as part of Gov-
ernmient policy. I have heard it stated that
immunity from prosecution in several cases
has been brought about because that has
been the policy of the Government. That
point has been raised, and my attention has
been called to the fines that are regularly
recorded in either Monday's or Tuesday's
paper for offences against gamning laws.
These lines have amounted to thousands of
pounds in a few years. People are asking
why the fines arc inflicted, and of what use
it is to impose fines uip to £75, for instance,
week after -week if the offences for which
the ines are imposed are allowed to con-
tinue.

The Premier: You might as well ask of
what use it is to put a. burglar in prison
every time he commits an offence.

Mr. SEWARD: Of what use is it to inifict
fines when this sort of thing is allowed to
go on-? Is it the policy of the Government
to allow it? I cannot imagine that it would
be the policy of the Government but the
statement is being made, and so that the
matter may he clarified I have included that
point in my mnotion. The nest paragraph
is as follows:-

When taking proceedings against betting
shopsg, is tbere any, ad if so, whit evidence
to support thle allegation that either :li or some
nicnibers of the Police Force acting therein
know or have reasons to believe that the person
arrested by themn as the keeper of the premises
is not the keeper of the premises and in con-
sequence that miembers of the Police Force so
ac-ting call hie coiisideredl to be conspiring to-'-
getter to thwart the ends of justice?

That is another very serious statement I
have heard. The question here is whether a

police otlicer does arrest a p)erson as being
the keeper of a gaining house although
the officer knows hie is not the keeper. I
do not think that statement, or rumour,
should be allowed to remain current without
a proper investigation. It undermines the
conlfidnceIC tile public have in our police
force. Another statement I have heard,
when my attention has been drawn to the
fines published iii the paper, is that a term
of imprisonment should be imposed upon
the offenders. If fines do not accomplish the
desired end, it is suggested that a term of
imlprisonment wvould soon put a stop to these
offences. I do not know whether that would
ble so or not. It a Roy al Commission is
appointed I hope that particular aspect of
the matter will he inquired into, I think the
magistrates whose duty it is to try these
eases would be able to gather helpful assis-
tance from thle Commissioner on that point.
le would be able to say whether the im-
position of a term of imprisonment without
the option of a fine wvould have a more de-
finite effect against the nuisances that are
in evidence today.

I am not talking against betting in par-
ticular, for people wvill always bet. My prin-
cipal objection is to having in onr Criminal
Code a section stating that these offences
may not be committed without a penalty
being imposed, and then to having the law
ignored. That is the feature to which I ob-
ject. I have also heard it stated that jus-
tices; of the peace, or persons holding even
higher positions in the metropolitan area,
are the owners of some of these gaming
houses, or are part owners or are interested
in them. If that is so it would tend to hol-
ster up the belief that preference is given
to certain people when eases of breathes of
the law arc brought before the bench. If a
justice of thie peace was interested inl a mat-
ter in any wruy that would lie a ver~y serious
offence, becausie he would he- directly con-
cerned in the verdict that was to be given
and would see that his own pos~ition was
s-afeguarded. If there is any evidence to
show that anly member of the judiciary is in-
terested in any way in these particular pre-
mises, or interested in the business apper-
tamning thereto in anly way, the fact should
he exposed and the personx concerned should
he relieved of the opportunity to adjudicate
upon such cases- It is stated that in cer-
tain parts of the metropolitan area, where
the fines; inflicted have not been very heavy,
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soime magistrates mnav even receive mone-
tary Consideration for: inflieting a minor fin-
ancial penalty. That point, too, should be
inves tiganted. If ,;nch a charge were proved
it would mean that the persons holding these
positions were not fit to adjudicate in suchl

Theie are the ternms of reference I should
like to see given to a Royal Commission so
that we mayv ascertain what truth there is,
if any, in the matters referred to. I fully
appreciate that a. Royal Commnission cannot
do its work without expenditure, and that
the Government does not desire to make
undue inroads upon its incone at present.
I havte no hesitation in moving this motion
although it uist entail a. certain amiount of
expenditure-i hope not much. Even if it
does mean expendituire I point out that the
reputation of the State Government is ait
stake, and such expenditure would be fully
justifled. I htope,, however, that thie expense
will be kept down to aI minimumi consistent
with thle public duty a Royal Commissioner
-would he called upon to perform. In my
motion I have asked that the Chief Justice
be appointed as Royal Comumissioner. The
very high1est authority in the land should
conduct an inquiry of this nature.

We should have a Royal Commissioner
who holds the public confidence, andi I know
,of no One More fitted to fill that role than
is the Chief Justice. He 'nay he a busy
man and find it difficult to spare the time
necessary for the work. He is, however, the
highest Of our judicial officials. The charges:
he will he called upon to in(quire into involve
the Executive of the State. We require a
mail of ripe exlierielee, a nin who does not
hold his position s:imply as a. result oF' book
learning hut one who has mixed with his fel-

low-men, knows their temuptations andi weak-
nesses, and would therefore be able to in-
v-estigate these matters from the point of
view of a manl about town, and yet from thle
point of view of a mn.-l who posser-ses ex-
tensive leg-il knowledge and is able to sift
the chair from the grain in thie evidence that
is put before him. The Chief Justice is a
man who will hotil the confidence of every
person in the Stat" For thoe-s rensons I
have mntioned hun as the man I would like
to see make the investigation.

Finally, I would like to see the inquiry
mado soon. Unfortunately these rumours.
have been going about the State for at least
thle last two or three years, and it is time

they were scotched once a11d for all. I view
with misgivings, the lpresent state of our
public life. Unfortunately, in the other
States we have se~en somnewhnt similar Occur-
rences which hanve tended to rerflect anything
but credit upo0n nien holding, high public
positions. Within the last few weeks a Royal
Conl LUUlssio n was aippoDin]ted ill Viecto ria. We
have not 1had1 its report yet, but the sumiming
up Of the leg-al assis4tanit to thle Commissioner
was sml-li is to lead us, to believe that un-
fortunatel 'y the report nuuy not prove to be
very good reading.

All that tends to em1pliasise thle fact that
the proposed inquiry should he held im-
mnediately. I do not want to see- antyone
proved guilty; that is not my desire. I hope
the Government will lie exonierated from all
these chari ges. T have no doubt, too, that the
lion. miember who matde them had good
ground for -;o doing. The inquiry would
give himu Il opportunity to prove the
ehonrits. It the G1overnmnent is found guilty
inil% CIYway, 0r anir indlividuial Minister is
found' guilty, no0 doubst that w-ill be the end
of thle political career of both the Govern-
Int and the 'Minister concerned. It may
menU the enid Of thle G ove Illulen t if 'Ministers
ille found gu~ilty Of thle chlarges levelled
against thiem. There is alsio the possibility
that the mneiner for East Perth canniot sub-
stantiate his eharites- and if' that should be
the position, lie muz.t accept fill] respon-
sihihitv for wvhatever the result of the in-
quiry 111C he. That is tio enni-ern of mine.
What I 2111 concerned about is the fair- name
of ien who hold thle highest positions in
this State. That is what has impelled ile
to move thle motion.

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,
Mr. SPEAKER: Is tile Premier seconding

thle motion ?
The PREMIER: Yes, I second the mo-

tion. I have no objection to its terms. So
far as I am personally' concerned-and I
(-am spevak for the other members of the
Governniment as well-I, with them, welcome
tile opportunity to have the charges referred
to by the member for Pingelly investigated
by anl impartial tribunal, such as the Chief
Justice would constitute if he is able to
accept the position which, if the motion is
agreed to, the House will ask him to fill.
The charges nre based oiu statements that
have heem made in this Chamber by the
miember for East Perth. I canl say that the
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charges against the Government made by
that hon. member are completely uinjustified.
I think the niember for East Perth was de-
finitely irresponsible, and even reckless, -re-
specting the statements lie made. During
the course of his speech I said that spon-
taneously by way of interjection, but it is
also my considered opinion respecting the
general make-up of the member for East
Perth. Five or six years ago he made an-
other series of charges in this House. I
think they totalled nineteen. Every one of
those charges was subsequently proved to
be unfounded.

Mr. Hughes: Do not be so silly. You
cannot silence a dead man.

The PREMKIER: The charges were de-
clared to be unfounded after ntit impartial
inquiry had been conducted by anl impartial
Commissioner.

Air. Hughes: A fraudulent Commission.
The PREMIER: The Commissioner said,

and that is all we can take notice of, that
the charges were unfounded.

Mr. H'nghcs: Where did you get him?
The PIREMIER: Niever mind where we got

him. The lion. member made 19 specific
charges, and every one was proved untrue.

Mr. Hughes: Every one was proved true.
The PREMIER: That is a silly lie.
Mr. Hughes: You caniiot substantiate

that.
The PRE-MIER:- That is what the Corn-

missioner found.
Mr. Hug1hes: That was just telling lies.
The PRE]MIER: Tile nienmber for East

Perth cannot put me off my balance by in-
terjections of that description. I have been
in this ]{ouse too long to be upset by any-
thing- of that sort.

Mr. Hughies: Nor cii i you upset ate.
The PREMIIER:- The lion. member can say

-what he likes and go as far as the Speaker
will allow himi, hut that does not affect me.

Mr. Hugheps: it does, not affect me either.
The PREMIER: I have something to

say and irrespective of the bon. member's
interjections I intend to say what is in my
mind, if anyone wishes to ascertain what
I think of the member for East Perth, I
shall tnt reiterate remarks I formerly made,
for they can be read~ in "~Hansard" for the
Year 1037. [ made that spreech after the
member for East Perth had delivered an-
other attack against the floverninent. I
have not altered toy opinion regarding that

member since I made that speech. My
opinion is tile same now as members will
find expressed in "Hansard." I still hold
that opinion of a man who will bring charges
of this type forward, and then, even after
they have been refuted-or At least after
all those which were made at the time of
the inquiry had been definitely refuted-
to go on repeating them-well, I can only
reiterate he is quite irresponsible. He
ha8 no appreciation of the responsibilities
attaching to his position as a member of
Parliament. That is evident from the fact
that he can get up and repeat charges blandly
and blissfully, although they have already
been r-efu ted. He hats repeated his charges
over and over again.

That type of action would not be resorted
to by anyone who could he characterised as
a responsible member of the community, let
alone a responsible member of this Chamber.
The member for East Perth is irresponsible
in the persistency he has displayed in launch-
ing his attacks. Mere repetition of such
charges does not make them more worthy
of notice, yet he repeats them over and over
again. It is said that when mud is thrown
about, some will stick. From the point of
view of the Government, a. public and im-
partial inquiry should demonstrate whether
any mud that has been thrown about as a
result of the hon. member's, charges will
stick to any members of the Government.
Although, in the opinion of the Government
the charges enmanated from a source that is
irresponsible to anl extent that it is dis-
credited,' at the same time the allegations
have been extensively canvassed, as the mem-
ber for Piagelly remarked. Particulars of
themt hare been published in the columns of
the leading newspaper in Western Australia,
and in such circumstances one must take
some notice of the charges. If they had
been mamde only by the hon. ininber himself,
perhaps people would not be so keen to
take coguisance of what be had said; but
when the charges have been published in the
Press and other nimnherg of the Hlouse have
expressed sonic concern about therii, as the
member for Pingelly did, then the Govern-
merit thinks, with that lion, member, that
charges of sulch a type made at such a time
as the present should he either proved or
disproved. Consequently, seeing that an
opportuiiity has arisen for them to be re-
ferred to ami impartial Royal Commission,
ithher I nor other members of the Gov-
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erment have any objection to the motion
submitted by the member for Pingelly.

It is desirable that the confidence of the
people in their Parliamentary institution and
their Parliamentary representatives should
be vindicatcd, and the Government has no
objection to the inquiry proposed. Ever
since the member for East Perth was elected
to this Chamber six or seven years ago, he
has kept tip a tirade of abuse and levelled
a series of unsustained charges against all
and[ sundry, and particularly against memn-
bers of the Government. Six Years ago hie
made charges which led to the appointnient
of at Royal Commission, to which subject I
shall not refer further tit this stage. One
would have thought that even if lie had
considered the charges wvere true, lie wanl([
have learnt his lesson and would in future
be particularly careful to see that he wvas i n
a position to prove any statements he might
make. On the contrary he has continued to
indulgec in the practice, and three or four
times since then lie has advanced other
charges. He has not troubled to ensure
that he was able to prove the truth of his
allegations before proceeding- irresponsibly
to launch a series of unsustained charges
before Parliament, which is a responsible
body. Instead of making sure of his grounds,
almost every session some inference, some
innuendo, some wild unsupported charge is
madec.

If there were any' truth in the allegations,
as the member for Pingell 'v has suggested,'
the standing of Parliament would be seri-
ously condemned in the eyes of the conm-
muanity. Since his original attack on the
Government in 1936, the member for East
Perth has moved two no-confidence motion,
-and the notice paper today contains yet
another in his name. During his attack on
the Government when, speaking to his no-
confidence motion in 1937, the member for
East Perth accused the Royal Commissioner,
Air. Hart, a barrister-at-lair of Queensland,
who had conducted the inquiry into his pre-
vious charges, Sir Walter James, Air. Reall
and also 'Mr. Wolff, who is now a member
of the Judiciary, of conspiringl together to
defeat the ends]. Of justice. After that out-
rageous, charg~e against the gentlemen I have
mentioned, the House refused to regard his
motion seriously; neither dlid the hon. mem-
ber himself regard it seriously because be
did not even divide the House on his no-
confidence motion. Two years ago lie moved

another no-confidence motion reg-arding the
Government, and on that occasion it wvas
probably the most farcical of its type ever
taibled in a Parliament in the British Empire.
The member for East Perth did not even
bother to speak in support of the motion.
lie (lied not lhave a seconder for it, and even
then he dlid not have the decency to with-
draw it. lie simply mioved it and let it go
at that. This session the same course is
adopted, In his first speech this year.
according to a repor t in "T'he West Austra-
lian,'' hie said-

He knew a liotelkeeper who brought police
to his place after midnight on a Saturday to
quell a disturbance so that a party, which in-
eluded several girls under 16 years of age,
could go on drinking in peace.

That statement was made public throug-h the
report published in the paper, and the Chief
Secretary, as Minister for Police, in his
official capacity natuirally wished to look into
the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier is not in
order in alluding to at debate that took place
earlier in the session.

The PREMIER : I am referring to some--
thing that appeared in "The W~est Austra-
lian."

Mr. Hughes: And the statement wvas true.
The PREMIER : In view of the statement

published in the newspaper the M1inister for
Police wrote to thc member for East Perth,
because he was concerned about the facts.

Mr. SPEAKER :Order! The Premier is
not in order in reading a report of a speech
delivered in Parliament this session.

The PREMIER : Am I not? I am quoting
exactl *y what was published in "The Wewt
Australian." I shall read the Mlinister's let-
ter to the hon. mnenmber, which will bear out
ply contention. Tme 'Minister for Police
wvrote as follows under date the 27th~ Aug-
ust:

''The WVest Australian"' of today 's date, in
reporting your remtarks on the Address-in-reply
yesterday, states as follows:-

He knew a hotelkeeper who brought
police to his place after midnighit on a
Saturday to quell a disturbance so that a
party, which included several girls under
16 years of age, could go on drinking in
peace.

I have referred this to the Comnmissioner of
Police who advises that lie has iio knowledge
of any such incident. in the circumstances,
trill you be good enough to supply me with
further particulars so that samne might be in-
vestiga ted?
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Mr PAER: Order! 1 understand would prefer Parliament to carry a motion
that refers to a speech made in the House
this session and reported in the newspaper.

The PREMIER : I in dealing only with
the report ini the newspaper.

M r. SPEAKER: I refer the Premier to
Standing Order 127, which sets out that no
member shall read from a printed news-
paper or book the report of any speech made
in Parliament during the same session. If
the letter hinges oil a debate replorted in
the paper, the Premier will not be in order
in discussing it.

The PREMIER: Something that appeared
in the paper which also happened in the
House, would not disqualify me front re-
ferring to the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER; If it is not referring
to a report of a debate in this House this
session-

The PREMIER : It niay do so, but I know
that this statement was made by "The West
Australian." Anyhow, it contains some facts
regarding a hotel to which tile memlber for
East Perth had also referred. The Minister
for Police received a courteous reply from
the bon. member tinder date the 28th Au--
ust, in the following terms-

I have to acknowledge receipt of your com-
munication of the 27th iost. concerning the
extract published in ''The WVest Australian''
newspaper fromt some remarks madec by mec on
the Address-ini-reply. The Commissioner of
Police was not present at the incident referred
to by tue. I do not propose to Supply You With
further particulars that might be used detri-
mentally to the police officers concerned who
were merely carrying out Government policy.
I do not know how the member for East
Perth knows what was Government policy' .
The Minister dlid not know it wvas a mlatter
of Government policy because lie wvanted to
find out sometlling, about it in order to ascer-
tain whether thle allegation had any founda-
tion in fact. It is certainly not a matter of
OGovernment p)olicy, nor yet that of the police
force, that officers should go to a hotel to
quell a disturbanice so that gills under 16
years of age could continue drinking in
peace oil licensed premises Perhaps that
particular allegation could he added to those
that arc to be the subjeet of inquiry. I am
(quite satisfied to accept what the member
for Pingell , has submitted as the baisis for
that inquiry without adding to, subtracting
from, or Lin ally waiy alteringi the grounds
set out. I do0 not wantt it said that the (Gov-
ernment foinultcd the charges thiat illI
he referred to the Royal Commission. I

setting out thle various charges and not one
embodying charges formulated bv- the Gov-
erment. I think the motion submitted by
the member for Pingelly represents a rea-
sonable interpretation of the charges made
by the member for East Perth and, in the
circumstances, I have no desire to alter themn
in the slightest degree. An analysis of the
second speech made by the hon. member,
when moving the second reading of the Bill
to amend the Criminal Code, showys that in
turn the member for East Perth attacks the
Government, attacks Parliament, and attacks
the police.

1Mr. SPEAK ER: I am afraid the Pre-
muier has got back on to another qjutestion.
Standing Order 126 provides-

No menmber- shall allude to any debate of
the same session, upon a question or Bill not

being then under discussion, except by the in-
dulglee of the House for personal explana-
tions.

The PREMIIER: This mlotioni, Mr. Speaker,
T contend refers to charges made against the
Goveninentt in this .sessionl. Surely it is not
contended that we ale ilot permitted to deal
in the same session with charges whi-h have
been made. The mlotion deals with aspects
of the speech made by the lion. member.
Therefore anything wye have to say eoinneeted
with the motion is in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Standing
Order is plain enough and in clear Engishl,
and I ant here only to carry out the ',tand-
ilag Orders. The member for Pingelly in
muoving the motion said that lie was not
allowed to mention other things, and that
otherwise lie could say a good deal more.

The PREMIER: His motion repeats ex-
tracts fromt the speech made by the member
for East Perth.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Piigelly
distinctly' said lie realised hie Could not touch
on matters raised by the mnemuber for East
Perth on another question.

The PREMIER: ite said hi' did not want
to read the speech, or to have munch more to
say about it. I am, referring to the speech
of the member for East Perth on the motion
moved. The motion deals with racing pio-
prietarics, insurance coinpainies, justices of
the peace, magistrates and the judiciary-np-
parent]lr ever 'ybody is out of step except one

man. The uesion arises, why ai-e these
charges and assertions being made? Pos-
sily the snwer lies in a Press statement of
about a Week ago, wherein the member for
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East Perth said he was willing to have a
show-down, to face the electors with a view
to getting a mandate on the question in-
volved. With the possible imminence of elec-
tions, he wishes to revive propaganda that
has been dormant for some time. Lips and
slanders against Government employees, but
nothing against the Government accomplish
nothing for the electors. The lion. memiber
thinks these things will go down at election
time. Or is it that the legal practice of the
lion. member needs a fresh spate of free
advertisement? The lion. member may be
willing to face the electors on these
charges, but the Government does not
think the proper way to deal with such
char-ges is to manke them before a public
meeting in an election campaign. The Gov-
eminment thinks the proper place to deal
with such charges is in the quietness of a
judicial inquiry held by competent persons,
where witnesses may be comp~elled to come
and give evidence. That is the proper way
to deal with such charges. For that reason
I am quite prep~ared to support the motion.

After a Judi-ial inquiry a finding will be
given based on the evidence submitted, not
based on the effect which perhaps a clever
speaker may have on the mob psychology- of
the crowd he chances to be addressin. The
hion. member may be able to impress gullible
people, but sensible people will tnt give
credence to statements made by him. I
repeat that I agree with the motion. I do
soa in the hope that the allegations mnade ,may
be inquired into, and that if they are refutedl
the last will be heard of them. If continu-
ously heard, they become a rrfler-tion on the
intelligence of the House. I find it hard to
realise that for four or five consecutive ses-
sions at series of unwarranted ehire, should
be made and disproved, and I consider that
the House would not be justified in taking
seriously an 'ything that might be said in
future by the particular individual making
those charges. I hope that once the charges
have been inquired into by on inmpartial
Judicial authority, we shall hear no more of
them. I tr-ust that will be the end of
attempts which would have the effect of dis-
crediting and lowering the prestige of this
Parliament as an institution. I support the
motion.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) : The Pre-
inter evidently' thinks he can make answer
to certanin things-proved by sworn testi-

mony-by indulging in a tirade of abuse
against mue. As for his cheap statement that
my legal practice needs a fillip, it is entir-ely
wrong.

The Premier: But you are always sayimig
that I am wrong!

Mr. HI:GHES: I say time Premier is
wrong on this occasion. If new evidence was
required of the irresponsibility of a person,
surel y b y that statement alone the Premier
has proved that he has no sense of respon-
sibility whatsoever. It is well known-and
probably known to the Premier-that my
legal practice does not need a fillip. In fact
my difficulty is to cope with the work 1 get.
Surely, howvever, the Premier, in making that
suggestion, goes to an extraordinary length
in try' ing to answer accusations made in this
Chamber. I submit that no person wvhatever,
much less a person holding the position of
Premier, would resort to such tactics if he
had the slightest notion of the meaning of
the word "r-esponsibility." I do not knowv
whether he tries to be humorous or not when
hie refers to the infamous Hart Comumis-
s ion.

The Premier: On a point of order? 14
the hion. member in order in referring to the
honourable gentleman who came over here to
conduct a Royal Commission as "infamous"?

Mr. SPEARER: I do not know that there
is anything to pt-event the lion, member from
doing so.

Mr. HUGHES: I will show how the
statement is a proper one to make. The
gentleman referred to conducted a Royal
Commissiomi and positively* refused to accept
evidence that would have proved the allega-
tions made lby me. To give one illustration
of how he stifled evidence thmat would havo
proved my assertions-

The Premier: You accused him of con-
spiracy with Sir Walter James.

Mfr. HI'GHES: I said that if there wits
any justice in this country, those gentlemen
would he indicted for conspiracy. I say that
again, nod for this reason, because the state-
mnt should count for me whether I made
it or anyone else made it. The grounds for
making it should be the acid test. Every-
thing I said in this Chamber I had said
previously in public, without the cover of
Parliamntary privilege. I did not say any-
thitog whatever here that I had not said in
public. Without entering into a mass of
detail about the Royal Commission coin-
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ducted by "Mr. Percy Hart, K.C., frot
Queensl4and, I. point out that the Premier
passed over all the eminent barristers hero
rind in 'Melboitrne-some of them of world-
wide reputation-

The Premier: We tried every Government.

Mr. U HE:Why dlid not the Premier
choose a barrister practising in Melbourne
Or'-

The Premier: Mrt. Hart was chlosen be-
cause he had been ain acting judge.

Mr. I{UCHES: The manl was the nominee
-of certain people. That is why the Premier
wanted him. Why dlid not the Premier pick
ai man out of the legal profession in Sydney?
Why did hie not go to Adelaide? Why dlid he
go right up to the extreme north of Austra-
lia to get Mr. Percy Hart? And how did
M1r. Hart conduct the Commission? I will
give just one or tino illustrations of what
he regarded as being the method to obtain
evidence. One of the essential questions of
the Commission was whether Mr. McCallum
and Mr, Collier were in pairtnemship with the
late E. B. Johnston in hotel properties.

The Premier: That was never mentioned.

31r. HUGHES,: We shall see.
The Premier:- Never mentionedl!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not get angry whein
the Premier contradicts me, saying "That is
a lie." I will verify my statemernts by re-
ference to official reeo rds- I had Mfr. Col-
lier called as a -witness, and he was put in
the witness chair and w-as asked by me "Have
you an;' interest in hotels?" Thant is what
the. inquiry was about, whether Mr. Collier
had any interest in hotels;. -Mr. Collier
fenced( with the question. I said to him, "I
will put it to voi this way, Mr. Collier,
straie-ht." I anit now speaking from memory,
bunt am repeating the substance of what is
in thne official record. Undoubtedl y what I
ntin saving can he verified. I asked Mr. Col-
Jicm -then, "Are you in partnership with E.
B. Johnston in any hotel?" 'Mr. Collier
said, "I do not think that is a fair
question," and 31r. Percy Hart, aet-
ing judge, said, "Neither do I. You
nieed not answer, '.%r. Collior." That
was the very thing we set out to in-
quire into, whether Mr. Collier was inter-
ested in hotels with E. B. Johnston. So, Mr.
Collier was, one of the two men at that time
in the world w-ho could say whether he, 'Mr.
Collier, was interested as I stated. He was

the witness onl the stand. I aplpreeiated Mr.
Colliers position. I fully appreciated] his
sayingwthat it was not a fair question to ask.

Ifhe (lid1 not want to disclose to the world
that le Was iii partnership with the late E.
B. Johnston, hie was quite entitled to en-
deavour not to answer the quiestioni. But
the Royal Conmmissioner was jiot entitled to
support him. If hip was anl honiest, straight-
forward Commissioner, anxious to get at the
truth, hie wouild have mairi, "I am sorry, , Mr.
Collier, hut you will have to answer.",

The Premier: Has that anything to do
with this motion or this Government?

Mr, HUGHES: I hope, M1r. Speaker, you
will -allow mne now, whether this has any-
thing to (10 with the motion or not, to answer
what the Premier raised.

Mr. SPEAKER : The member for East
Perth may proceed. I will stop him when
hie is wrong.

Mrt. HUGHES: Thank you, Sir! Wits not
that a dishonest action on the part of the
Royal Commissioner? Was it not a shock-
ig thing for the Commissioner to say to
the very man who had the evidence that was
wanted, "You need not answer"? And so,
after all the trouble, Mr. Collier was ab-
solvred from answering. Other wvitnesses were
put in the box, and Mr. Hart, when they
objected to answering a question, absolved
them. from answering. Surely that was the
conduct of a dishonest Commissioner!
Should he not hare said to those witnesses,
when the question was material, 9I am sorry,
but my duty compels me to ask you to
answer, and therefore you must answer the
question whether yon are interested or not."
That is one of the reasons why I have re-
ferred to 'Mr. Hart in disparaging terms.
With the Premier, I think that if 1, as a
member of this House, referred in disparag-
ig terms to a Royal Commissioner, and did
not have justification for doing so, of course
I would deserve the utmost censure.

I g o further than the Premier and say
that if I referred in disparaging, terms to
him, under cover of privilege of this House,
and was not prepared to repeat what I said
where I am not protected by the House, I
would he deserving of censure. But I make
allowance for this: As one of the parties
concerned I may perhaps be a little pre-
judiced ag-aist Mr. Hart, becuse, after all,
no one is at good judge in his own cause.
But I do not think I ani. What I have said
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about the question that was asked of Mfr.
Collier and his refusal to answer is ensconced
in the records of this House. No menmber is
obliged to accept my version of what took
place; he can get the offcial records of the
House and see the question andi the absolu-
tion from answering. Therefore, Mifr.
Speaker, after the lapse of time, and having
had ample opportunity to think it over, I
make this statement calmly-I hope-and
with full responsibility. I see no reason for
withdrawing what I said concerning Mr.
Hart's conduct.

The Premier: And the other statemuents?

Mr. HUGHES: I will come to them
directly. If I, in the heat of the moment,
have spoken disparagingly of -Mr. Hart
without just cause, I hope I have enough
courage to withdraw publicly what I said
publicly. I spoke disparagingly of Sir
Walter James.

The Premier: No. You said he was in the
conspiracy.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. That was very dis-
paraging.

The Premier: Yes, more than disparaging.

Mr. HUGHES: I may tell the Premier
why I said that of Sir Walter James. I did
this, too: I dlid something which I feel per-
Imps might have been a little vindictive.
When Sir Walter James was tendered a
little social effort by the members of the
legal profession on the 72nd anniversary of
his birthday, I refused to attend. I refused
to attend and drink Sir Walter James's
health on his birthday. I sometimes feel
that that wvas al very hard thing to have
done; but, in the light of events, and Oil
thinking the niatter over calmly, I think I
was justified in going even to that extreme.
May I make the reason clear why this Com-
mission was held?9 Mr. Hart had hardly
got his thousand pounds in his pocket-he
got nearly £1,000 out of this State's tax-
payers' money-after he had found that
there was no justification at all for the
charges that I made against certain people,
when the late Mr. McCallum died and his
widow immediately sued the late Senator E.
B. Johnston fur £10,000, heing a half-share
in the Captain Stirling Hotel. She issued a
wrt.

The Premier: You (lid not ask 'Mr. Me-
Callum whether he was mixed up) with E. B.
Johnston, and] you never charged him.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think Mr. Me-
Callum was on the witness stand. If the
Premier will remember, I withdrew from
the proceedings as a protest against the Com-
missioner's repeated efforts to stifle evidence.
The Premier will remember that I withdrew.
I think I withdrewv before Senator John-
ston wvas on the witness stand, because it was
no good going on trying to get the truth if
the witnesses would not tell it. However, a
writ was issued claiming £C10,000, and the
parties decided to go to arbitration and thus
avoid a public court ease. They appointed
the member for West Perth, in his legal
capacity I think, as arbitrator. He sat in
arbitration and I think awarded the widow
£6,000. I think he came to the conclusion that
Mr. MIcCallumn was a partner in the Captain
Stirling Hotel, and he awarded Mrs. Me-
Callumn £6,000, although IMcCallum did not
put one shilling-piece into the venture. 1
hope whenl we have an inquiry that arbitra-
tor will appear on the witness stand, and tell
the learned Chief Justice what he found out
during that arbitration. I hope that arbi-
trator will tell us what was in the documents
that passed between the parties. There were
two witnesses who could not be suppressed;
one was death and the other was greed. Death
gla ve the widow £6,000 and greed pursued
her for the £10,000. I am thankful for
death and greed vindicating me-two good,
solid, silent witnesses. That was all right-
That was No. 1.

The next episode was when Mr. Collier
sued 'Mr. Johnston for a share in the Pem-
berton Hotel. A writ was issued in respect
of that. Before Mr. Collier had issued the
writ, the late Senator Johnston sent for me
and showed me certain secret agreements
that had been made between him and his
partners. Those agreements were drawn uip
by Sir Walter dames-some of them. There-
foe I learnt that Sir XWalter James knew
all about the transactions between Johnston
and Collier and McCallum.

Mr. Watts: Were the agreements made
prior to the Hart Commission?

.Mr. HUGHES: Yes. They wvere oldt
agreements. Sir Walter James, if he did
not know everything about the matter, knew
a lot about it. He knew there was a
business transaction. As a legal practitioner
lie was bound to secrecy. He had no right
to go before the commission and disclose his
client's husiness. But he wecnt to the comn-
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mis.sion. I would] remind the House of what
took place at the eommnisslon. We had a
eonhlnlssioncr definitely anxious to stifle evi-
dence and definitely rejecting questions. We
had Mr. Keall, a legal practitioner, assisting
the commissioner. We hald Sir Walter James
representing somebody at the commission.
We had the Crown Solicitor and another
solicitor. We liad those people oil one side,
and I was playing a lone hand, with not even
n clerk to help nue to prepare and present
my ease. I wags playing a lone hand against
the whole of that barrage of legal talent.

Sir Walter James went to the commission
.and bilackguar-ded me. He said there was not
a bit of truth in the allegations I made
about these hotels and abused me thoroughly
before the commission. Yet Sir Walter
James knew from his own personal know-
ledge that what T said was true, that thene
wvere business arrangements between those
1)eople and that they had reference to hotels.
Therefore I say that Sir Walter James was
part of the conspiracy to keep the truth out.
I do not say that Sir Walter James should
have gone along and betrayed his client's
business. That would have been improper.
But what lie should have done, as a member
of an honouirable profession is this: When
he was offered the brief, lie should have said,
"Hlow call I vo and contest the statements
that Hughes is making about these hotels
when I know personally that they are true1

How can I go and blackguard this man andi
accuse him of telling lies wvhen I know per-
fectly' well that what he says is true? I
rnn sorry, gentlemen, but you will have to
get another connsel."' Iii my opinion, what
lie did was a. terrible thing- for a legal prac-
titioner to do.

If I might draw a parallel, there was a
man in Sydney' named Richard Meagher. He
was a brilliant barrister who defended a nin
named flealt and got him off. In at moment
of youthful exuberance he boasted that his
client was guIilty. He was struck off the
rolls, And was disbarred for 30 years. He
later becanie Lord Malyor mid] finally in his
old age was reinstated by Act of Parl7iat-
ineint. That was the penalty flick Meagher
paid. That is why' I speak disparagingly
of Sir Walter James and ref used to drink
his health on) his 72nd birthday. If what I
have said is not true, if Sir Walter James
(-an show that those documents never came
into his lpossession, that he knew nothing
about the maltte-, I will be thep first one to

offer him it public apology. T here is noth-
igu very irresponsible in my condemning a
legal practitioner who knew a person was
telling the truth but went before a commis-
sion and hlaekguarded him anid said lie was
not telling the truth. I think I would be
lacking a sense of responsibility if I allowed
that to go unchlIlenged.

I also referred to Albert Wolff, another
legal pruietiouiir. I excused Cliff Gibson and
other civil servants because I heyv were in a
different position from Sii- Walter James.
TheY werme Governmnent servants a ad more
or- les felt it their duty, I suppose, to stoaid
by' the Government. He, however, was in
at different position and had complete inde-
pendpee. After I had withdrawn from the
commission, as; a protest against the refusal
of the comnmissioner to accept evidence, Al-
boit Wolff pitt onl a great show. He was
goingr to make me give evidence. He had
the audacity to send me a subpoena to ap-
pear before the tribunal. He was going to
make mae give evidence. Well, he did not,
because hep knew very well that he was only
bluffing. Before the comission he said he
was going to ake Int tell this and tell that,
but he found that the commissioner ruled in
inr favour. It was the one ruling given in
ily, favour: That Albert 'Wolff had no power
to make me give evidence. It was the one
isolated ruling in my' favour. I think Al-
bert Wolff overstepped the hounds of his
duty when hie took upon himself-knowing
as he must have known, because he knows
the law Ibetter titan I do, that he was doing
something that he was not entitled to do-
to tryv to bluff me, relying, I suppose, on my
nervous and easily' embarrassed disposition.
On that occasion our friend Percy Hart
stuck to me and ruled accordingly.

I think Albert Wolff overstep~ped the
bounds when lie interfered with the electoral
officer and( iiistructed him not to return my
deposit after I had won an election. But
that is another issue. All I had to say to
Albert Wolff on that occasion I said to him.

Mr. SPEAKER:i I think the hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the motion now.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. Even now, with the
latest liberal dose of abuse from the Pre-
ruin-

The Premier: Not too liberal.
Mr. HUGHES: It was given willingly.
The Premier: It was not as much as I

could say by a long way.
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Mr. HUGHES: Coming back to the sub-
stance of whether the charges I made were
proved or not, be said that not one charge
out of the 19 was proved. I should say that
if all that I said was forgotten and that only
the swvorn testimony of the late Senator E.
B. Johnston and the late Mr. McCallum and
the living Mr. Collier wvas taken into ac-
count, it is hard to believe how anyone could
say that the charges were not proved. In
the Supreme Court two or three weeks ago
sworn testimony was given that 'Mr. Collier
was, in fact, half-owner of the Pemberton
hotel, in conjunction with the late Senator
E. B. Johnston.

The Premier: When?
'Mr. HUGHES: From the very inception

of the license being granted. It is known
what happened about the license. There
wvere contenders for the license and John-
ston's nominee won. Sworn testimony was
given in the court two or three weeks ago
that Mr. Collier's half-share of the profits
for the first ycar-1930, I think-was
£3,000. So his fellow workers at Pemberton
paid prletty dear for their liquor! The pro-
fits on the half-share amounted to £3,000.
That is not my' statement, but is the sworn
testimony first of the late Senator E. B.
Johaston-

The Premier: Sutrely that has nothing to
do with this mo1tion!

M1r. HUGHES: It is an answer to the
Premier's statement that none of the charges
was prove1. I hope that the Chief Justice
will not shut this ei idence out when we have
the inquiry, . I hope there wvill be no more
shutting out, hut I will deal with that point
later. That was the sworn testimony of E.
B. Johnston and the taxation officiails. The
only difference "-as as to the amount of
profit. Senator Johnston fixed a one-eighth
share at £785 1s. 9d., in sworn testimony
before the commission. The Taxation De-
partmeiit fixed a half-share for the year at
£3,153 3s. Which figure is Correct, of course,
was never finally determined. Howv, 'Mr.
Speaker, in the face of that can the Pre-
inter say that ilot one of my allegations was
proved ?

'rho Premier: They were not at the time.
Mr. HUGHES: The Premier did not say

"At the time."
The Premier: I say it nowy. I was talkingl

about the inquir 'y and said that none of
thein, was proved ait thle inquir-y.

12-.1

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier also attacked
me and said I had no right to refer to Mr.
Hart as an infamous Royal Commissioner.

The Premier: It was an interjection which
the Speaker did not uphold.

Mr. HUGHES: And that I did not have
the right to criticise adversely Sir Walter
James or Albert Wolff.

The Premier: I said you had no right to
accuse them of being in a conspiracy.

Air. HUGHES: I am now giving the
House the rounds on which I based my
statement when I said they should be
charged with conspiracy. Surely the Pre-
mier does not contend that, if Sir Walter
JIames knew from acting for these clients
that what I said was true, Sir Walter's ac-
tion in coming to the commission and not
only contesting what I said as being untrue
but hlaekguarding me for making the state-
ments, was justified?

The Premier: I objected to your sayinlg
that he conspired with two othler K.Cs.

'Mr. HUGHES: I repeat that, in view of
what I subsequently found out, Sir Walter
knew. I am afraid I have still to admit
that I think Sir Walter and the Conimis-
sioner should be inldicted for conlspiracy.
Many' inca have gone to gaol on conspiracy
charges oil much less evidence alnd much
flimsier grounds. Take another asp~ect. the
:llfou nt that I criticised. What have sub-
sequeint evenlts proved in that direction? At
present thlre is a claill) before the High
Court in Eng-land against De Bernales and
his group and other p~eople engaged in
mining, involving £4,500,000. What I said
at that Commlission about mining- transac-
tions was amply demonstrated there aind has
been since, when an investigationl showved that
of £8,000,000 subscribed by British share-
holders £4,500,000 had been lost; and these
shareholders were taken down by very ques-
tionable methods which so damnaged the name
of Western Australia that a London stock-
broke, told me by letter-"'It is no ulse men-
tioning a mining venture in Western Auis-
tralis as, unfortunately, your State is in
such b)ad odour over recent mining- tr-ansac-
tions."

The Prenmier: That has nothing to do with
this motion, nor did I mention it.

'Mr. HUGHES: The Premier did. He said
nothing was proved. Events have proved,
not only that I had a sense of respoinsibility,
but tllat I do not make statements uless I
have grounds for doing so. it is the Pre-
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mier who lacks a true sense of responsibility,
when he thinks so badly of me.

The Premier: That is the only thing we
agree on.

Mr. HUGHES: I am sorry that we do not,
because I do not think half as badly of the
Premier as he does of me. I am sorry we
cannot agree on that, hut I do think some
kind friend should give him a dictionary so
that he can look up the word "responsi-
bility". I wvant to see an inquiry because I
think that the affairs of the State are such
that the most searching inquiry is necessary.
When I make statements in this House I do
so as a result of what I see. When I sit
in the Police Court on Monday morning and
see a shabbily dressed and obviously Poor
person alleged to be the keeper of a certain
gaining house fined £E75 without turning a
hair I know he is not the keeper. And I
know that the police know he is not the
keeper; and I know that every member of
the Government knows he is not the keeper
and that every member of Parliament knows
he is not the real keeper.

I venture to say this, that if the whole 50
members of this Chamber were put on oath
-and I hope to have the pleasure of put-
ting them on oath-and asked, "Do you be-
lieve that these people fined are the real
keepers?" each would have to say, "No, I
think he is a dummy."

The Premier: Most members would not say
anything at all. They are not interested.

Mr. HUGHES: I think they are interested,
because if there is one subject which has been
discussed more than any other in this Par-
liament during the last six years it is S.P.
betting. I would be surprised if one member
of this House would say on oath, "I do not
think they are dummies; I think they are
the real keepers." And if he said he did not
know I do not think anybody would believe
him. Therefore it is necessary to have an
inquiry, and it is necessary, too, that there
shall be no hami-stringing at the inquiry;
that there shall be no question about whether
this or that is going to be admitted. We do
not want all inquiry that is going to
be a perennial wrangle as to whether
certain evidence is to be admitted or not.
I think the terms of reference suggested by
the member for Pingelly would be apt to
limit the inquiry. They are designed to ent-
deavour to throw the whole responsibility
on to the police instead of making the Gov-
ernment take responsibility for the adminis-

tration of the law. Paragraph 5 of the
terms of reference reads:

When taking proceedings against betting
shops, is there any, and if so, what evidence
to support the allegation that either all or
some of the members of the police force acting
therein know or have reasons to believe that
the person arrested by them as the keeper of
the premises is not the keeper of the premises
and in consequence that members of the police
force so acting can be considered to be con-
spiring together to thwart the ends of justice?

In my view that is not sufficient. It would
limit the Chief Justice from saying that not
only do the police officers know, but that
also Parliament and Cabinet Ministers
know. Wily does the member for Pingelly
want to exclude a finding against members of
Parliament and Cabinet Ministers? Why
try to make it an, issue with the Commis-
sioner of Police and his officers? We might
get a finding one way or the other. Suppose
we got a finding, "Yes, certain police officers
do know." Then the Chief Justice would
not be able to say within the terms of his
commlission whether members of the Cabinet
knew. Thus we would have all the work of
the inquiry without getting what we want,
namely, who knew. I suggest that if mem-
bers of the Cabinet know, they must shoulder
the responsibility. They cannot pass it on
to some junior policeman. We are asked to
start by placing a limitation on the inquiry'
and then we axe to have a wrangle as to
whether this or that shall be admitted as
evidence. Paragraph 7 of the terms of refer-
ence reads-

Is any justice of the peace in the nmetropoli-
tan area-

(a) the owner of the premises in which ille-
gal betting is conducted?

(b) time owner, either alone or in conjunction
with any other person or persons of
any betting shop business, or entitled
to participate in the profits to be de-
rived from such business, and if so,
what justices of the peace are so in-
terested, and to what extent?

Why limit it to the metropolitan areal Why
not include the country and goldflelds dis-
tricts? I have been informed that there are
two such premises in the Premier's electorate
and I want to know whether that is true. Is
it not just as imp~ortanlt to ascertain whether
ther are premiises owned by justices in aer-
aldton as it is to know whether there are such
premises in East Perth or Perth? If we
are going to have all inquiry, wvhy not make
a job of itl
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The Premnier: You would have the thing
going on for months and months.

Mr. 1HUGHES: Even if it did go on for
months and months, would it not be better
to have a full and complete inquiry
and be done with it rather than have an in-
quiry that will get only half the truth? I
would not wont to prolong the inquiry be-
cause I would have to (10 the work for my-
self. There will not be £1,600 to assist me
in presenting my ease. I daresay there will
be, as in the inquiry conducted by Percy
Hart, an array of legal practitioners pro-
vided by the Crown, but I venture to say
that the Crown will not provide ine with the
services of even a clerk. Therefore it would
not be in my interests to prolong the inquiry.

fweaegoing to do the job, let us do it
properly. flo not let us have it said after-
wards that the Job was only half done.

I san not suggesting that the member for
Pingellv desires to limit the inquiry. I am
wonder ing whether he considered the point
and realised how lie would be hamstringing
the inquiry. I want to know what happened
to the fund stibscribed by the S.P. book-
makers anti distributed before the last elec-
tion. There is not a word in the motion
about that. I moved in this House for an
inquiryv into that matter. I want to know
what happened to that £2,000.

The Premier: It was £350 when you got
before the Royal Commission.

Mfr. SPEARER: It is not in the motion
and the lion, member is not in order in dis-
eussing it nlow.

IMr. HUGHES: The £350 referred to be-
fore the Hart Commission was collected by
two S.P. book-makers for election funds for
the election before last. At the last election
they had a more substantial fund. it was
put on an organised basis; S.P. bookmakers
had been jqinn into the fund for some time
anti some of the subscribers have not been
able to Obtain from the people who received
the money a statement of how it was dis-
tributed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What portion of
the motion is the lion. member discussing
now ?

Mr. HUGHES: There is ground upon
which I hope to justify this discussion . The
early part of the motion refers to statements
madie by me in this House. One of niv
statements was that a fund of £2,000 had
been collected and no account had been ren-
dered as to how the money was distributed.

It would be a tragedy to have a Royal Corn-
mhission appoiinted and preclude it from in-
quiring into that matter. I submit that I
am in order in referring to the absence from
this motion of any mention of the £2,000.
It is covering up something that I consider
is very important. If. the fund was sub-
scribed and distributed just before the elec-
tion, I think it is very important to know
who participated and how the money was
spent. It would be a master stroke if proof
could be produced that £C1,000 of it was
spent to secure my return.

The Premier: Or the return of the mem-
ber for Subiaco, for instance.

Mir. HUGHES: Yes. Still, as the Premier
has described me as a reckless fellow, I am
prepared to chance that. Unfortunately, the
motion of the member for Pingelly makes no
reference to that matter.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The motion could
be amended.

Mr. HUGHES: I also point out that it
would he very desirable to have some inde-
pendent party to settle the issues. If I were
allowed to settle the issues, that would be
very unfair to the people I hanve criticised.
If the other side is allowed to settle the
issues, that would be very unfair to me.
Therefore I suggest that an independent per-
s-on settle the issues. The Chief Justice is
going to conduct the inquiry. Let him settle

teissues. To that end I move all amend-
ment-

That in line 13 after the word ''reference,''
the wvords ''be settled by His Honour the Chief
Justice after hearing the mover of the motion,
the Hon. the Premier, and Mr. T. J1. Hughes''
be inserted.
Later I shall move a further amendment to
strike out all the succeeding words of the
mnotion.

The Premier: I am not going to make
speeches to the Chief Justice!

Mr. HUGHES: If the Premier does not
wvant to be present at settlement of the issues,
well and good.

The Premier: Let the House settle the
issues. Why bring in anybody else to settle
them?7

Mr. HUGHES: I want the issues settled
independently and comprehensively.

The M1inister for Works: You do not al-
wvays get what you watt.

Ifr. HUGHES: I rarely get what I want;
and, perhaps luckily, sometimes I do not get
what I deserve.
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The Minister for Works: That is true.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: Of whom in this Chamber
is it not true? I wish to ensure that there
shall be no humbug as to what we can in-
quire into and what not. Could anything he
fairer than allowing some disinterested per-
son to settle the issues? MKy amendmeiit will
allow a fair opportunity to every one of
the interested parties. The member for Pin-
gelly as mover of the motion, I take it, wants
a comprehensive inquiry, with no difficul-
ties about whether certain evidence can be
got in and whether certain things can be in-
quired into or not. The position then will
be that the people concerned will set out
what they Avant to prove, will state their
standpoint to the Chief Justice with a view
to securing the right issues. They would
give their reasons and let the Chief Justice
settle the issues. We would point out to the
Chief Justice that we wished the inquiry to
he exhaustive and comprehensive, and such
that no one could afterwards complain that
evidence was excluded which ought to have
been admitted. In the light of those things,
I presume, the Chief Justice would settle
the issues, and nobody would have cause for
complaint,

M. SEWARD (Pingely-on amiend-
ment): I oppose the insertion of the words.
As I pointed out when moving the motion,
I personally am not involved in the matter
in any way other than as to the effect that
the charges levelled by the member for East
Perth hare on every member of this Chain-
her. I also pointed out that the terms of
reference included in the motion were in-
cluded at my suggestion. If any member
wishes to add to those terms of reference,
hie has a perfect -right to do so by way of
amendment. I have no desire to restrict the
inquiry. In reply to the question of the
member for East Perth why the metropoli-
tan area was included, I included it-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I draw the
attention of the member for Pingelly to the
fact that he, as mover of the motion, closes
the debate.

.Mr. SEWARD; Bnt I am speaking only
to the amendment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member can speak to the amendment, hut
I want him to refrain from dealing with
matters outside the amendment. To those
matters he can refer when replying.

Mfr. SEWARD: Thank you, Sir. I op-
pose the amendment. I am not making the
charges; consequently the Chief Justice
could not learn anything from me. I pre-
fer the suggestion of the Premier, that the
terms of reference be made by this House.
If members consider my terms too limited
they can add to them, with the consent of
the Chamber. But as regards myself and
others going along to put up a case to the
Chief Justice, I refuse to do so.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth-on
amendment) : I have some sympathy with the
member for East Perth as regards the terms
of the commission. Members feel that in
the time at our disposal there has been
hardly any opportunity to examine carefully
the terms of the commission as set out in
detail in the motion of the member for Pin-
gdlly. I feel, myself, that they are limited
in their nature and may prove to be unsatis-
factoiry to all parties concerned. I would,
therefore, favour the adoption of some means
by which provision could be made to ensure
that any essential evidence which might he
tendered by either side should, if relevant,
be admitted by the Royal Commissioner. I
offer that suggestion with some slight diffi-
dence. It might be a better alternative if
the issues were settled by a small committee,
say two or three members, of the House.
After all, the purpose of the motion is to
have an inquiry by a Royal Commissioner
into the statements made hy the member for
East Perth in the course of the speech re-
corded-all the statements, I take it-or any
statements material to the issuies. Like the
member for Pingelly and the member for
East Perth, I have the feeling that ats at
present drawn those statements would afford
but a limited ty.pe of inquiry, which might
be answered in a very few words but would
not cover the full ramifications of the ques-
tion of the administration of the law with
regard to people who are charged as keepers
of starting-price betting shops. I consider
that the terms of the motion shbould be
re-drawn.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Ouildford-
Midland-on amendment):' I hope the, House
will take this matter very seriously and
)(Pali$@ that, while the member for Pingelly
has drafted the motion, once it is passed the
rePferences will be the references- of this
Chamber. I have looked throu1gh them and
think they are unduly wrong. I am always
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afraid of anything that has a lot of words
in it. I like to read a letter that gets to
the point in as few words as possible, be-
cause then there is seldom any misapprehen-
sion. When there is a multiplicity of words,
one does not realise what one is writing or
reading. Therefore I am afraid-absolutely
afraid-that we are going to appear ridien-
lons in the eyes of the public when the whole
matter is being reviewed by the proposed
Royal Commissioner. We must realise that
it is not an individual that is submitting
these references; it is Parliament, and con-
sequently we all must share the responsibility
of submitting references in such a way that
we cannot be accused of incapacity, or of
not having viewed the question seriously
enough to ensurc that Parliament did reflect
in the reference exactly what Parliament
wanted.

On the face of it, the member for Pingelly
went through the speech of the member for
East Perth point by point and tried to cover
everything; hut one thing that has caused
me concern is the statement made by the
member for East Perth in reference to a
sum of £2,000. That does not appear in the
reference, and it immediately caused me very
rave concern because, if we dto not deal
with that statement, it will be said that Par-
liamnent considers it is not worth inquiring
into. We would he asked to accept the
responsibility for its exclusion. That would
not be fair to ourselves or to the electors
whom we represent. In my opinion the
amendment is very crude. There is, how-
ever, munch merit in the suggestion of the
mnember for West Perth, the Leader of the
National Party, that Parliament, having de-
cided by resolution to have this inquiry,
.should make certain that the terms, of the
reference truly reflect the accusations and
charges made by the membier for East Perth.
If we appoint a commission, that commission
must act within definite limits. Therefore,
we mnust not exclude any of the statements
made. If we do, we shall be subjected to a
fair amount of public criticism.

I do not know exactly how to frame the
reference; that is a difficult legal matter. We
should adopt the suggestion of the member
for West Perth to appoint a committee of
the House to go into the matter and frame
the terms of the ref erence, so that if the mat-
ter goes before the Chief Justice lie and
the public will realise that Parliament has
given proper consideration to the matters

to be inquired into, and that the terms of
the reference cover the whole of the sub-
ject-matter of the charges made by the mem-
ber for East Perth. I personally want a
complete inquiry. The Premier wants a com-
plete inquiry. Do not let it be said that we
arc not making it complete, and that we ac-
cept, willy-nilly, the drafting of the mem-
ber for Pingelly. He ma~y have obtained
legal advice; I do not think he did, because
the wording of the motion does not convey
that to ine. The member for Pingelly has
done an excellent job for a layman; but
nevertheless the motion is simply the opinion
of a lay member of the House, and we ought
not to adopt it without analysing it. I, for
one, amn not capable of analysing it from a
legal point of view. I do not wo7nt to vote
for the amendment. If the House does not
do something in the matter I submit there

will be gross misrepresentation. We should
not pass the motion in the form in which it
stands.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands-on
amendment): On reading this motion mem-
bers will see that it is based entirely on the
statements made by the member for East
Perth in a speech which he delivered in this;
House on the 16th September last. The
motion purports to ask for an inq!1iry into
those statements, but when it sets up-after
the opening paragraph, which is in the
direction I have jnst told the House-an
inquiry into all the charges made in that

pecit then particularises. It is quite
true to say that in the course of that par-
ticularising it does leave out very serious
matter that was definitely in the speech. In-
deed, it leaves out the very gist. I have
just refreshed my memory by reading the

spehof the member for East Perth, andi
it is perfectly clear that the hon. member did
not wish to bring charges against specific
police offlcers, but to eniphasise the point
that the Government must hare known of
those events happening and it moust there-
fore have been its policy to allow them to
happen. That is the very gist of the speech.

Wfr. Seward: That is dealt with in the
reference.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. N. KEENAN:- No. As the member
for East Perth pointed out, it would he an
inquiry into the actions of police officers.
The matter is important from the point of
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view of the member for East Perth, whether ences will include everything dealt with in
junior pollee officers did this or that, or
carried out prosecutions in such a way as to
make the law an utter farce, because muen
they prosecuted were men whomn they knew
and everyone knows, so the member for East
Perth says, were not the real culprits, but
merely dummies. But that which is the very
essence of the charge would not be covered
iy these references. Therefore I hope the
House will agiee to wrhat has been suggested
by the member for West Perth, that a coin-
inittee be aippointed to draw lip a reference
based on thle speech of the member for East
Perth. Of course, that committee would have
the member for East Perth before it to point
out in wvhiehi way he wishes the reference to
be drawvn, subject of course to the approval
of the committee. On the other hand, if
there is a person opposing the matter, lie
could appear before the committee. As at
present drawn, there is no possible doubt
that the inq~ury would be limited to these
specific hecads of reference. That would ex-
elude, among other things, an iniquiry into the
flund of £2,000.

The Premier: There is no objection to an
amendinent.

31r. Seward : Have not people like that
the right to raise money to defend their in-
terests? There is no charge against the Gov-
ernment in that respect.

HonN. KEENAN: As T understand it,
the charge is where the money goes and the
inference to be drawn from where the mloneyv
went. If certain things are alleged to be inl
existence, great difficulty may be experienced
in ascertaliningp why they are in exi4ence.
It may simplify the matter if it is found that
a fund raised by these individuals is going
to a certain quarter. That is uandoubtedly
the reason why the member for est Perth
referred to that flund. The gentlemen who
contributed the money could have spent it
in any way they' chose. They could hove
thrown it into the Swan River if that
amiused thema and that would have been no
concern of anybody else, but if that fund was
used for a specific purpose and if certain
things happened with which that purpose was
associated, then it becomes important. I do
not know that the member for West Perth
actually moved an amendment, but if he
does move it I hope the House will agree
and appoint a committee of this House to
frame the references, and that those refer-

the speech of the member for East i'erth
delivered onl the 16th September.

MR. WATTS (Katanning-onl amiend-
ment) : I am opposed to the amendment in
its present form. I would not like us to he
in the position that the Premier should hell)
to settle these terms of reference. We have
heoard ex pressed the attitUde of the inem-
h'er for PimsgellY.

Mr. Hughes: He cannot scjuib) it that
waly. He brought it up.

Mr. WATTS: The matter of settling the
terms of reference is not his concern, he said,
because he is only acting on what was said
byv the member for East Perth. I listened
very attentively to the member for Pingelly
when lie moved the motion, and it was quite
clear from his remarks that hie wanted to
make sure that the Government aid Public
officials of this State were or were not guilty
of certain inalpractices. There is a refer-
ence in the speech of the mnember for East
Perth to a sum of £2,000 hut I defy hinm or
any member to fiad in that reference any
chiarge against the Government. So I sym-
pathise with the member for Pingelly in
omitting it. le based Iiis argument on the
fact that he wanted to clear the public life
of this State and Parliament in general of
the charges that were made, charges that must
directly or indlirectly' reflect upon the Par-
lianment of this State. I think if the member
for East Perth will think back over his
speech lie will realise that with this one
exception the member- for Pingelly did his
utmost to pick out the things that were
said which might directly or indirectly ap-
pear to indicate that the Government, or
those under it or those for whom it is re-
Slp~fsihile, have been doing something that
is not right. When he got that far lie
stopped. That seems to me to Ile the posi-
tion.

I have clear recollections of the lion.
miembei's speech and, like the member for
Nediands, I have refreshed my memory sev-
eral times Onl this matter and I say there
is nothing in it concerning the sum of £2,000
to indicate that the member for East Perth
thought that amiy member of the Gloveriiment
had anything to dto with that. If that is
the lion, member's impression now, I have
,iot the slightest objection to its beinig in-
eluded in the terms of reference. If that
was indicated in the remarks to which T hove
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referred, made earlier this year, I will have
no hesitation in saying that it should be in-
cluded. But let not the House lose sight of
the fact that this inquiry is an inquiry to
discover whether or not the public adminis-
tration of this State is in error, and not an
inquiry to ascertain whether a bookmakers'
union or whatever they may care to call it
is raising money and spending it for some
purpose for which it should not be spent.
The member for Pingelly has made it per-
fectly plain that only the question of the
State Executive and those attached to it and
their reputation or lack of reputation lis.-
turbs him. I believe that is ti~e reuson lie
left this matter out. I wish to mak~e it clear
flhat if it wvill give the memb~er for East
Perth or any other member of this House
any satisfaction to include this matter in the
terms of reference, I would be pleased to sup-
port an amendment of that character. But
I do not think we should accept the present
amendment, which places the onus of this
matter upon three persons.

There should be something in the sugges-
tion made that a committee of the House
should deal with the matter but I venture
to suggest that the member for Pingelly,
in asking the House to agree to include
these items in the terms of reference, was
anxious to g-et the matter cleared up I n the
nlear future. We want to know where we
are and not to have the matter hanging fire
for an indefinite period. I think that wats
the opinion of the member for Pingelly.
He (lid not want the possibility of time be-
ing wasted. Members will notice that the
motion states that the terms of reference
.should include certain things. It does not
state that they should be the only things in-
cluded. In fairness to the member for Pin-
gelly the House should remember that. The
terms of reference of the motion are not all
that could be inquired into, but with one
exception they arc the only matters in the
speech of the member for East Perth on
which anl inquiry could be held.

THE MINISTER FRo LANDS (oil
amndmient): I have listened attentively to
the speeches made and the views of the
member for Pingelly regarding the amend-
ment by the member for East Perth. One
spvcific statement in the speech of the mem-
ber for East Perth does aippear' to be
omitted from the terms of reference sug-
gested in the motion. That relates to the

collection and disbursement of a sum of
£C2,000. I propose therefore to move a fur-
ther amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: We must deal with this
amendment first.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
move it at a later stage, and it wilt have
specific reference to the collection and dis-
bursement of the £C2,000.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker! Does the amendment
we are about to vote on refer to striking
out the words "including the following' in
the second paragraph of the motion?

Mr SPEAKER: The amendment is to
insert after the word "reference" the words
"be settled by His Honour the Chief Justice
after hearing the mover of the motion, the
Hon. the Premier and Mr. T. J. Hughes."

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison-on
amendment) : May I also point out that the
mnover of that particular amendment indi-
cated that he proposed, if the amendment
were carried, to delete the other two words
following.

Mr. Seward: The whole of them.

'Mr. MARSHALL: The idea was to get
these other words included. Then the mem-
ber for East Perth gave the House to under-
stand he proposed to move a further amend-
ment to complete the job.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

A yes
Noes

3
- -. 36

'Majority against

Mrs. Cardell-Olive,
Mr- McDonald

N r.
11r.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

M r.

Mr.

Berry
Sorie
Coverts,
Doey
Fox
Hawks
3. Hegney
W. Heaney
Hill
John son
Ken..i
Kelly
Leahy
Mean
Marshall
Millingtn
Needham
North

- 32

AYES.

iMr. Hughes

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Itr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

(Teller.)

Nelsen
Pat rick
Sampson
Seward
Sbearn
J. H. Snith

Thomn
Tonkin0
Triat
Wnrner
*Wveti.
Willoock
wVillanott

Wilson
WVie
wilthers
Cross

(relleT.)
Amendment thus negatived.
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HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford- THE PREMIER: I do not propose to
.Midland): I desire to move an amendment.

The Minister for Lands: I gave notice of
a further amendment.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: I am inclined
to think the Minister will get in beyond
where I propose to insert my amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: We will hear where the
Minister wants to place his amendment.

The 'Minister for Lands: I propose to
move that a further paragraph 10 be added
to the terms of the reference.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have an amend-
ment before we reach that stage. Before
the Minister for Lands moves his amend-
wenit I desire to move that after the word
"reference" in line 13 the wvords "be
drawn up from the subject-matter of the
said miember's speech by a committee of this
House consisting of two members nominated
by the Premier and two members nominated
by the Leader of the Opposition," be in-
serted. The responsible leaders of the
House will then protect the House and mem-
hers against any accusation which can be
made that the subject-matter of the speech
was not fully submitted, and consequently
not fully inquired into. If we start going
through all the paragraphs submitted by the
member for Pingelly in his speech I am fear-
ful that we will not be able to frame it in
such a way that it wvill reflect credit on
this Chamber. This is a serious matter be-
cause it is going before the Chief Justice.
Parliament is submitting it to the Chief
Justice. Parliament surely wants to be
scrupulous to see that the subject-matter of
the speech is presented in such a way to the
Royal Commission that the Royal Commnis-
sioner will not be circumscribed or author-
ised to go beyond the speech, but will have
to keep within it to allow full scope to make
a searching investigation. If the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition, two of
the responsible leaders of this Chamber, are
called upon to go through the speech and to
draw up the references, then we would all be
satisfied that it will be done in a lproper way
and Parliament can with confidence believe
that the whole thing will be thoroughly in-
vestigated. I move an amendment-

That in line 13, after the word ''reference,'
the following words be inserted, ''be drawn
up from the subject-niatter of the said
member's speech by a committee of this House
consisting of two members nominated by the
Premier and two members nominated by the
Lender of the Opposition.))

support the amendment. I want the House
to take the responsibility. I do not want
p~eople to say that the Premier bludgeoned
this through the committee. Let it be done
in the open. I do not want to be making
bargains or arrangements, or to do anything
behind the back of the House in regard to
this matter. Let the whole House say what
it wants to say. If the lion. member's terms
of reference are not sufficiently embracing,
the member for Guildford-Midland can
move in the same manner as is intended by
the amendment, notice of which has beeni
given by the Minister for Lands. Let it be
decided on the floor of the House rather
than behind the doors of a committee room
between twvo or three people who ighet make
arrangements between themselves.

Hon. WV ' D. Johnson: If that were done, it
would not be a creditable document.

The Minister for Works: A more credit-
able one than you isould draw up.

The PREMIER: This matter should be
settled in the House, so that everybody may
knowv the opinions of those who speak to it.
It should not be settled behind the doors
of a committee room, because 1o one would
know w~hat had been said in justification of
this item or that item. Further, bargaining
might occur between members% of the commit-
tee on the basis that "if I put this in will
You leave that out"? If nmenbers desire
that sonic other aspect should be included,
the House can express a decision on the mat-
ter. Therefore I am not prepared to sup-
port the amendment. Any member may
move alli amendment to include something
additional to what is set out in the motion.

M. HUGHES (East Perth-on amend-
nent) : I support the amndment in lieu of

somiething better. I defy anyone to make a
satisfactory list of references out of what is
set down on the notice paper. If we are
going to move amendments piecemeal, where
shall we end?

The M1inister for Labour: You would have
the same trouble if the matter was referred
to a committee.

Mr. HUGHES: No.
The M1inister for Labour: Of course v)on

would.
Air. l1170flES: The committee would

p)robab~ly simplify the issue, and refrain
from crowding it, by recommnending that the
Chief Justice inquire into and report upon
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the matters contained in the speech. This
is all that would be necessary. If the Chief
Justice was instructed to inquire into and
report upon the matters contained in the
said speech, he would have a free hand. Hie
could go through the speech and would know
exactly what was necessary.

Mr. Needham: Why do you want a comn-
inittee ?

Mr. HUGHES: The Jioi,. member will
probably ap)preciate how dillittilt it is to
wake satisfactory amendments to this long
motion. I wish to be sure that there will be
no keeping oat of evidence. I want the job
done fully,1 so that when evidence is sub-
mlitted, it will not be east aside. It would] be
simple to instruct the Chief Justice to in-
quire into and report upon the matters con-
tained iii the speech. The alternative is to
accept all these limiting paragraphs con-
tained in the proposed terms of reference,
and they would preclude a determination
being made as to whether the Government
knew these dummies were being used. That
is the whole gist of the speech-whether
these things are being (lone andl whether the
(iovernnmeint knows. That is the major issue
-the very essence of the speech-and that
will beC excluded.

The Premier: [ do not think anyone is
worrying about that aspect of it.

Mrit. HUGHES: That is the issue.
The Premier: No, the issue is corruption.
Mr. HUGHES: Would it not be corrup-

tion if the Government knew that a dummy.
was being put in for a man charged with a
crime and the Government allowed it?

The Mlinister for Works: Who is going to
decide whether there is dunimying? Would
not the magistrate?

MrIt. HUGHES: No.
The Minister for Works: Why not?
Nfr. HUGHES: The magistrate has no

choice in the matter because the man charged
with the offence pleads guilty, and so the
miagistrate has to accept him as the perso
guilty of the offence. The question is
whethler the Government is aware of that.
Ministers read the newspapers and know
what is happening. The q-uestion is that of
a man being found guilty of nil offenee lie
did not commit.

Mr'. SPEAKER: We are discussing the
amendment moved by the member for Guild-
ford-Midland.

Mr. 1-UGIIES: If a committee was tip.
painted, it could consider the matter of the

terms of reference, but the dilliculty of moy-
ig amiendints in the House is very great.

In the absence of anything- better, I shall
sulpport the amendment, though I should like
to see the Chief Justice himself settle the
issues.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the

mjotion lie agreed too. I understand that the
Minister for Lanrds has anl amendment.

Mr. HUOHES: Before the Minister pro-
ceeds, I should like to move anl amendment.

AMr. SPEAKER: The lion, member cannot
(Io that, though hie could speak to anl amend-
ment moved by another member.

Mr. HUGHES: Cannot I move anl amend-
ment ?

Mr. SPEAKER : No. The question is that
the motion be agreed to, and as the hot).
inemiber has already spoken to the miotion,
he cannot catch my eye.

Mr. HUGHES: Do you uniderstand what
I an;. asking, MY. Speaker? I want to move
-iit amendment.

Mr. SPEAKIER: The hion. member is nol
in order in moving anl amendment now. If
some. other member moves an amendment, tht
lion. munier ilay' speak to it. I am put-
ting the ijueition on) which the lion. membei
has already spoken, and lie cannot speak

Mr. -McDonald: I rise to move an amend-

Mr'. HUGHES: How canl the member fon
West Perth, who has aliemdy spoken, move
tin anietidment ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hall. member has,
only' spoken to all amendment, not to the
motion.

Mr. HUGHES: It is nil estraordina'3
ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the lion. membei
to withdraw that statement. it is not ar
extr-aordiniary ruling.

MNr. UrO-HES: I withdraw. If that i!
the sort of hole-and-coirner inquiry that i
going to be held-

Mr. SPEAKER : Or-der! I ask the hion
member to withdraw that statement.

-Mr. HUGHEiS: I withdraw.
Mr. SPEAKER: Now the hion. membe

will resume his scat, and the member fo
W~est Perth may proceed.

Point of Order.
Hion. W. D. Johnson: I rise to a point o

order. A motion was submitted, to which tb
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member for East Perth moved an amend-
ment to be inserted in line 13. That amend-
ment was defeated. The hon. member now
desires to move another amendment further
on. I submit that he should have the right
to do so.

Mr. Speaker: I am rather surprised that
the member for Guilafora-Midland, above
anyone else, should raise that point of order.
The member for East Perth has spoken to
the motion and I am now putting the ques-
tion that the motion he agreed to. It is im-
possible for the member for East Perth to
catch my eye unless to speak on an amend-
ment moved by some other member.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I understood that
the hon. member moved an amendment, and
spoke to it.

Mr. Speaker: The member for East Perth
spoke to the motjon at some length, and
cannot speak again except on another amend-
ment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He moved the
amendment that was defeated on a division.

Mr. Speaker: I do not know who moved
that amendment, nor do I care. The member
for East Perth spoke to the motion, and he
cannot be heard again unless as to some
other member's amendment.

[Debate Resumed.]

MR. MCDONTAID (W~est Perth): I move
an amnendment-

That in line 5 of paragraph 5 after the
word "teen the words "or any nicynbers
of the Government" be inserted.
I presume that will meet the situation men-
tioned with regard to the limiting effect of
paragraph 5.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. McDONALD: I move an amend-

met-
That in line 7 of paragraph 5 the words

"by them" be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am afraid we

thai) have-
.%- SPEAKER: I think the member for

Euildford-Midland has spoken to the
notion.

Hon. W. D. JOHENSON: I am now speak-
ng to the paragraph which has just been
imended.

Mr- SPEAKER: The paragraph is not
)efore the House. The motion is before the
alouse.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The paragraph
is. now amended will not read correctly.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco):
I move an amendment-

That in paragraph 7 the words " Is any
Justice of the Peace in the metropolitan area,''
be struck out, and the words "The names of
those in this Stae who are the owners of
premises in which illegal betting is carried
on" inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and negatived.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move

an amendment--
That the following words be inserted to stand

as paragraph 10:-" Was the sum of £2,000
alleged to be collected from S.P. bookmakers
subscribed by them and who received this money
for the purpose of assisting candidates at the
election?"I

Amendment put and passed.

MR. J. HEIGNEY (Middle Swan):- I
move an amendment-

That the following be inserted to stand as
paragraph 11:-" To inquire into and report
on any charges not included in the foregoing
references but included in the said statement."
The motion refers to the statement of the
member for East Perth. If the amendment
is carried, any other matter mentioned in
that statement can be inquired into by the
Chief Justice.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth): I had in
mind something- similar that would give the
Chief Justice some scope. I mdove-

That the amendment be amended by adding
the following words, "or reasonably inciden-
tal thereto.''

Several members interjected.
.Mr. HUGHES: flo not members want a

full inquiry?9 Why do members want to
stifle an inquiry? What are they afraid ofI

Amendment on amendment put and a
division taken with the following result:

Ayes -

Noes
9

25

Majority against

Mr. Berry
hirs. Cardell-Ollver
Mir. Hugbes
M r. Koean
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Boyle
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cross
Mr. Doney
My' Fox
NMr. Hawks
M r. J1. Heigney
'Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hill
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Leahy
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Millingion

NoES

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

16

McDonald
North
Shearn
Sampson

Mr. Needham
Mr. Nulsenl
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Seward
Mr. A. H. Smith
Mr. Tonkia
Mr. Triat
Mr. Watts
Mir. Willeock
Mr. Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)

(Tellr.)
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Amendment on atmendmntt thus negatived.

Amendment put arid a division taketi with
the following" result

Ayes
Noes

Majority f

Mr.
Mr.
N rs.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Sir-
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

D~err)
Boyle
Curdell-Oliver

J. Hegney
W. Hegney
lIfii
Hughes
Jobnoo'
Keenan
Kelly

Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cros
Mr. POX
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Leahy
Sir. Millington
Mir. Needham

211
14

or . .. 6

Arjcs.
Mr, Marshall
Mr. McDonald
Mr. North
Mir. Patrick
Air. Sailpson
Mr, Seward

M.Shears
M r. .1. H. Smith
Mr. Wats
W1r, Doney _

NO0ES
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Trial
Mr, Wilicock
Mr. Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

Amendment thtus passed.
Question put and passed; the motion, ;is

amended, agreed to.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon C. G. Lothtem and Y'ork Seat.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [6.3];- I
ask leave of the H1ouse to make a personal
explanation.

Leave given.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I desire to inform

the House that at the conclusion of the
present sitting I propose to tender my ire-
signiation as member for York, which seat
carries with it the Leadership of the Opposi-
tion. Mr. Watts has been appointed
Leader of the Counjtry Party by my
Party, and he will succeed me as Leader
of the Opposiition. I do not propose
to anticipate what may happen to-
morrow, but I take this opportunity to ex-
press to you, Sir, and to every other warn-
her of this Hlouse, my very best thanks. I
shall catry away with me extremely happy
recollections of nearly 22 years' service.
When I came to the House in March, 1021, 1
was asked to second the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, aind I was
then told that I was joining a House in
which I could feel exactly the same as if 1
,were in my own borne. I have often thought
of that, because it seems to ine to ho such
very' sound advice. Ever since then I have
felt that no matter what viewpoint I have
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expressed in this House it has been taken iit

a very flne spirit. WVhen I became Leadci
of the Opposition a little over ten years agi
I tried to emiulate' the two ]caders of thi
Opposiition who had preceded mec-Mr. Col
licr and Sir James M1itchiell, who is now Hi.
Excellency the Licut.-Governor. At times '
feel that I have not given all satisfaction tb

membelhrs supp)~orting me because I was no
agrsive enough, but I do not know tha

mnibers of the House-or others-et ver:
for beecause they are aggvessive in nature
After all, one canl get a good deal more V
sayng what one has to say and saying
with a bunch of flowers. I shall leave tht
Chamnber' with a certain amount of regret
I have mnade very great personal friends, no
Only OIi this side of the House, but als
amiongst memilbers on the other side of th
House.

Mr1. J. HegnIey: We shall miiss you
Charlie!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: M.Iy severance trot
the Hourse will be a severe one. In my capa
city as a member of the 'National Panlic
nIent-if I reach Canberra, as I hope
shall-my services to this State will be th
best I call give. N-o man can say more thai
fliat. I have gained experience andi know
ledge here that shorildi fit me to represent no
only one section, brut all sections of thi
State. Western Austraflia has a wonderfui
future. We are very isolated; we need rep
resentation in the National Parliament. W
requ ire more representation than we hay
at present and representation that will bninj
before people ini the Eastern States th
potentialities and p~ossibilities of Wester]
Australia.

I desire to tender to yoru, Mr. Speaker, lrl
-very best thanks for the kindniessp considers
tion and guidance you have given me in m,
capacity as Leader of the Opposition. I di
sire also to tender thanks'to the Clerk o
the House and members of hrs staff. No on
could have served anyone better than I hay
beeni served by them. To the Chief "Hansard
Reporter and] his staff, including the Indiu
I desire to express my appreciation, an
also to the Contrvoller and, his staff. I ear
not retmeinber one angry word I have ha
with any of them. I have had no reason t
find fault with atiy of them, and going awva
after close on 22 years membership of th
House, I think it would be unreasonable fc
me not to acknowledge that they have serve
me exceedingly well and I am grateful.
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offer my thanks also to the Press of this
State. In common with others I have made
a great many mistakes.. In reporting my
remarks the Press have been very generous
and considerate, and I take this opportunity
of publicly saying to the Press that I thank
them very much for their consideration in
the past. I hope I shall be treated quite as
liberally by the Press in future. I will now
say an revoir to you, Mr. Speaker, and to
members of this House.

THE PREMIER: It is with very great
regret that I hear of the hon. member's deci-
sion to resign his position as Leader of the
Opposition and member for York. With so
much regret do I receive the news that to-
morrow I shall take action to circumvent his
desire so that we shall be able to retain his
services. I know he has been held in such
esteem and respect by members of his own
Party that should he come hack to the House
he will again occupy the position of Leader
of the Opposition, in which office he has ren-
dered such excellent service to his party and
the people he represents. He has been a
member of this House for quite a long time
-about 2-2 years. He has an honourable
record as a member of the Government for
three years and has been Leader of his party
for ten years. When a man, after succes-
sive elections-we have had three or four-
retains his position as Leader of his party,
it is a great compliment to himself and means
that he has carried out his duties in a way
that commends itself to his party and to
people outside. He has built up a great
reputation for sincerity and diligence since
he has been here, and the fair-minded atti-
tude he has adopted towards legislation,
motions and the actions of members gener-
ally has endeared him to members of the
House.

I think we can all say without any excep-
Lion that Mr. Latham has earned the respect
and esteem of every single member of the
House who is here present, and of all those
who have served in the House during the
time he has been a member. I have had
;ome experience and I consider that the eon-
luct of this House compares very favour-
ably with that of any other House of Par-
jament in Australia. There has been cor-
liality between members of both sides of the
[louse. There has been exemplary conduct,
'ar better, I should say, than has prevailed
n most Houses of Parliament, and ain ab-
ience of that heat and bad feeling which

have been allowed to occur in some other
Parliaments. That pleasant state of affairs
is engendered by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the head of the Government. A
tradition has been built up in this House over
the last 20 years that quarrelling shall be
confined to political principles rather than
personal issues. That line of conduct can
be encouraged or discouraged to a very great
extent by the man occupying the office of
Leader of the Opposition. That we have
had that line of conduct for so many years
is a tribute to the present Leader of the
Opposition and those who preceded him. I
would have liked the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to occupy that office for many years.

Mr. Needhanm: His successor will!
The PREMIER: Joking apart, it is with

sincere regret that all the members of each
side of the House, including the cross-
benches, will say au revoir and farewell to
the Leader of the Opposition. I congratu-
late the new Leader of the Opposition. He
will have a very high ideal to live up to in
following the footsteps of so capable a man
as Mr. Latham has proved himself to be.

Mr. Marshall: We will bring him back to
earth very smartly.

The PREMIER: He follows a line of
people who occupied the position with dis-
tinct credit to themselves and to Parliament.
I hope the relationship between Government
memhers of the House and the Opposition
will continue on the same friendly lines. We
have all been out, I think, to do the best
we can for the State of Western Australia.
We have all been consistently strong sup-
porters of the principles we were elected to
maintain, but we have been able, in addition,
to follow a line of conduct which has pre-
vented a lot of disturbance and disorderli-
niess such as exist in some places elsewhere.
I congratulate the new Leader of the Opposi-
tion and hope he will have a very long and
successful term of office.

MR McDONALD (West Perth): I con-
gratulate the new Leader of the Opposition,
and wish him every success in the respon-
sible duties he has to fulfil, and which I am
sure his youth and capacity will aid him
in discharging. As for our old friend, the
member for York, by which title I can refer
to him for the last time, we feel great regret
at his impending departure. He has been
(this sounds like giving him a reference, but
I must say it) most conscientious in the dis-
charge of his duties. He has been a real
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hard worker and scrupulously fair. Hle has
rendered honest and sincere service to his
constituents, to his party and to the whole
State. Above all that, he has engaging quali-
ties, which we do not all have, but which he
possesses so eminently. We, therefore, feel
regret at seeing him go, and wish himi every
success in his new sphere. We can say of
him, to adapt the words of Daniel Webster,'
-"Parliament has honoured him, and he has
honoured Parliament."

MR. J. H. SMITE (Nelson): I was one
of those who entered Parliament at the same
period as the member for York. I wish to
say how much I have appreciated his friend-
ship during those years. I regret that he is
leaving State polities for the Federal arena,
but at the same time I hope he will be suc-
cessful tomorrow. I am sorry that he has
never reached his ambition, which was to be
Premier of this country. Perhaps he would
have, had he stayed a little longer. I hope
that in the National Parliament to which he
is going he will become Leader of the Senate.
I wish him Godspeed from Western Austra-
lia. We know that we will tomorrow have
one member in the National Parliament who
will look after Western Australia's interests,
and that is what we require in our isolated
State. I cong-ratulate the member for Katan-
fling on becoming Leader of the Opposition.
I feel sure he will make a good job of it.
He will have at least my wholehearted sUP-
port.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough): I would
like to express my regret at the departure
of the Leader of the Opposition from this
House. Not only these benches, but the
whole House, will be the poorer for his going-.
I do not know whether this will start a land-
slide from State Parliaments. We know the
member for York will worthily represent
this State in the Federal Parliament. He
has an idea that hie has put up a record as
Leader of the Opposition, but that record is
held in the House of Commons, where
Charles James Fox, of whom Edmund
Bocurke, no mlean judge, said that he was
the greatest debater the world ever saw, sat
in Opposition for 20 years-in Opposition
to Pitt. The Leader of the Opposition has
a long way to go to equal that record. The
House will he poorer for his going, and I
very much regret his departure. He will
worthily represent Western Australia, with
his great knowledge of the State. I have

already congratulated the new Leader of the
Opposition, and I take the opportunity now
of doing so again.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I join with
other members in expressing sincere regret
at the decision of the member for York.
I realise that there are perhaps greater op-
portunities ii' the Senate, but this House will
not be the same without the Hon. C. 0.
Latham. He has proved to be a man pos-
sessing a very equable temperament. He has
acted fairly, without reference to party. We
have been through difficult times, but he has
always acted with diseretion. The mem-
ber for York will carry with him the
best wishes not only of members but of very
many people throughout the State. I hope
lie finds life in Canberra to be happy, and
that he will find opportunities for service,
because if he does not he will not long re-
main content. I was elected to this House
during the same election that he was, but
it was a few weeks after be took his seat
that I came here, because I had to face a
serious illness. To an old leader I wish
Godspeed and good fortune, and may the
future provide all that he would wish.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex): I cannot
let this occasion pass without saying a
few words. I have, perhaps, known the
member for York as long as has anybody in
this Chamber. We first met in camp at
Blaekboy in 1916 during the last war. He
was then a corporal in a platoon of which I
was a member, and he was a good leader
then, and always has been. All I regret is
that I have not been behind a Government of
which he was the leader. I am sure that
in the position, which we hope he will at-
tain after tomorrow, as member in the Senate
for Western Australia, he will undoubtedly
do his utmost for this State.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin): As
secretary to the Country Party for a good
many years, and therefore as one who has
lied1 a close association with the leader of
the party, I might be permitted to say a
word. I draw attention to the fact that
the hon. member is going over East as a pro-
nounced and enthusiastic "State's righter,"
and he must live tip to his reputation. There
will be vastly greater scope in the future
than in the past for hin to assist the State.
Nothing would disappoint me more than to
find that after being in Canberra for a while
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the hon. mnember descended to the level of
others who have been there for some time, and
forgotten their ditties to their home State.
A member referred to Mr. Latham's having
been Leader of the Opposition for what, so
far as ha knew, is a record length of time.
I offer him this solace-that Leaders of the
Opposition in the other States have, dating
from the commencement of the depression,
been in the same position as he has here. It
is not only in Western Australia that the
position has been held by the same patty for
tenl years. That position obtained in Vic-
toria and also in New South Wales until
MUKell broke the hoodoo, and also in South
Australia and, of course, Tasmania. I do
not pretend that my sentiments are not
tinged with a little disappointment, but if
some one other than my close friend on my
left or I had to get the position, I am
satisfied that that other should he the mem-
ber for Katanning. With other members
who have spoken, I hope Mr. Watts will, as
Leader of the Opposition, have as successful
and happy a time as Mr. Latham who, as
"Charlie Latham," has become more of an
institution in this Chamber than has any
other memnber I can think of. Certainly
there is no one who has gained greater popu-
larity than hie has. I wish -Mr. Latham in
his new sphere of activity a period of very
great success and such measure of happiness
as can possibly come to a public man.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) : I wish to
thank the Premier and other members who
have offered me their congratulations. I re-
gret that we are losing Mr. Latham. in the
seven or eight years I have known him, and
in the seven years T have been a member of
this House, lie has been of great assistance
to me, and I hare never regretted sitting be-
hind him as a. member of this party and
hacking him uip whenever I thought it could
be donr. I hope he will be elected to the
Senate vacancy and, if he is, I believe he
will (10 much good for Western Australia.
I wish hint all possible success. For my own
part I feel some pleasure, tinged with a con-
siderahle sense of responsibility, and I will
do my best in the pos ition and trust by the
forbearance of other members to get away
with it moderately Successfully. If I do as
well as mny predecessors have done, I shall
have no0 regrets.

House adjourned at 6.27 pm.

JOIN4T SITTING.
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FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.

In accordance with the Standing Orders
passed by both Houses of Parliament aind
approved by Executive Council, the mein-
hers of the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assembly maet in joint sitting in
the Legislative Council Chamber, to fill the
vacanicy in the representation of Western
Australia in the Senate of the Federal Par-
liamnent caused by the death of Senator Ed-
ward Bertram Johnston.

The PRESIDENT of the Legislative
Council (Hon. Sir John Kirwan) took the
Chair at 2.30 p.m., in accordance with the
Standing Orders. He was accompanied by
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
(Hon. J. B. Sleemani).

Election.

The PRESIDENT: This joint sitting of
both Houses is held in order to fill a vacancy
in the representation of Western Australia
in the Federal Senate. I am now prepared
to receive nominations.

THE PREMIER (Bon. J. C. Willcoek-
Geraldton): I propose-

Th~at %fr. William Wauliop, clark, of 48
Duke-street, East Frenmantle, be elected to fill
the vacancy in the Federal Senate due to the
death of Senator Edward Bertramn JohnSton.
I have Mr. Wauhop's assurance that, if
electedl, he is prepared to act.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) : I seconid the nomination
of 'Mr. William Wauhop.

MRt. WATTS (M.L.A., Katanning): I
propose-

That Mfr. Charles George Latliani, fantner,
of Narembeen, lie elected to fill tbe vacancy in
the Federal Senate due to the death of Senator
Edward Bertramn Johnston.
r have Mr. Lathais assurance that, if
elected, he is prepared to net.


